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Foreword
by Susie Ling, Editor of Gum Saan Journal
Happy 40th birthday, Gum Saan Journal.
Muhammad Ali’s Thrilla in Manila, the downfall of Saigon, and disco—
that’s 1975. According to the 1970 census, the Asian Pacific American
population in the United States was 1.0%. In Los Angeles, that census
counted Asian Americans as part of the 4.8% of “Other.” It was in this
milieu that the Chinese Historical Society of Southern California (CHSSC)
was born in November of 1975. The first issue of Gum Saan Journal was
published in 1977 with Margie Lew as its first editor.
About 1973, three individuals huddled together in hopes of founding
a Chinese American historical society in Southern California: Paul Louie,
William Mason, and Paul De Falla. On 16 February 1974, they organized
a conference entitled “A Historical Perspective: The Chinese in America,”
at the Department of Water and Power auditorium in Los Angeles. About
200 people were in attendance to hear speakers including Philip Choy, Bill
Mason, Paul De Falla, and Frank Yee.1 On 5 April 1975, a second meeting
entitled “Chinese American History Seminar”–sponsored by the Chinese
Lutheran Ministry–was held at Resthaven Hospital (now, Kaiser) with
70 in attendance. Follow-up planning meetings on 29 May 1975, and in
September and October were held in another borrowed space, the basement
of Cathay Bank in Chinatown.2 By 1 November 1975, CHSSC was
formally organized and elected Stanley K. Lau as the first president. That
December, there was a Christmas potluck–the beginning of a tradition.
In the 1970s, the 1965 Immigration Act, the debacle in Southeast
Asia, and especially the African American movements for social justice
gave impetus for change in the Asian American communities. In Southern
California, students at UCLA and other campuses demanded Asian
American studies programs. Many of these students merged interests with
existing community leaders in Chinatown to rally for a Chinatown Service
1
2

“Founding of the Chinese Historical Society of Southern California,
November 1, 1975,” in Gum Saan Journal, June 1993.
Ann Lau, “Our Beginnings: From Then to Now,” in Gum Saan Journal,
August 1977.
Gum Saan Journal 2017 1
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Center, Chinatown Teen Post, Little Friends Playgroup, Food Co-op, and
even community legal services.3 CHSSC is one these success stories.
With about 250 members today, CHSSC is one of the most active local
historical societies. We’ve had about 400 monthly meetings. In 1975, most
people—including Chinese Americans—knew very little about Chinese
American history. There was concern that there was little mention of the
Asian American legacy in classrooms—or around the dinner table. The
community came together from many avenues and niches to stand behind
this mission statement:
The purposes of the Society are to bring together people with a mutual interest
in the important history and historical role of Chinese and Chinese Americans
in southern California; to pursue, preserve and communicate knowledge of
this history; and to promote the heritage of the Chinese and Chinese American
community in support of a better appreciation of the rich, multicultural society
of the United States.
CHSSC thrives because of the energy of generations of dedicated
volunteers. For this anniversary issue, we asked a sample of such CHSSC’s
stalwarts to look back at our forty years from their personal perspective.
Their experiences reflect the diversity of our membership. Emma Woo Louie
is the widow of founder, Paul Louie, and a longtime member of CHSSC.
Suellen Cheng was actually at the Resthaven planning meeting. Munson
Kwok is proud to be the second charter member of CHSSC and its sixth
president. Munson and Suellen are well-respected for their leadership
in preserving Chinese American history. Marjie Lew volunteered as the
first editor of Gum Saan Journal; her life story helps us understand her
dedication to CHSSC. Eugene Moy, Don Loo, Susan Dickson, and Gordon
Hom are some of our past presidents who have done everything from
fundraising to marching in parades to turning off the lights as last one out.
Our interest and research in Chinese American studies is ongoing.
Also in this issue, we feature the findings on Ta Chiu Festivals in early Los
Angeles. Ta Chiu—or Da Jiao—is a Daoist (Taoist) winter communal ritual
to bring peace and renewal. We continue to learn.

3

See Gum Saan Journal 2016 dedicated to Chinese American pioneers in the
legal profession.
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
With the publication of this journal, the Chinese Historical Society of Southern
California moves another step forward. We can be proud of our achievements in the past
year and a half of our Society's existence. Not only have we gained the respect of our
local community, but we have also earned the admiration and recognition of City,
County, and State officials. This is due, in a large measure, to the support and encouragement of the Society by our members·and friends.
Everyone in America is fortunate in that he has more than one heritage. This is true
for the Chinese-Americans as well as others. The Chinese once constituted a large segment
of the overall population in many of our Western camps and towns, especially those
located in California. The contributions that these Chinese pioneers made toward the
building of our country have, in most cases, been omitted from our history books and in
many cases are lost forever. The purpose of this Society is not to rewrite history, but to
bring these omissions, when they can be found, into proper perspective in line with our
nation's history so that every American can better appreciate the Chinese-American
contribution to our heritage. Understanding
the history of the building of our state
and nation is basic to our democratic way of life.
Our forefathers have broken a path in the forest for us to follow. The traces of these
footsteps are fading with the passage of time. Let us retrace these steps and record
them while we can - not so much for ourselves, but for our children and our children's
children, so that they, too, will know and appreciate their Chinese-American heritage.
With this in mind, I ask you to join us to move forward first one step - then anotherthen one more.
Let those in the future one day look back at the effort of our society and say we
indeed were NEW - - -BIG - - -FAST- - -BEST !
George Yee
President

In the first issue of Gum Saan Journal of August 1977,
CHSSC’s second president, George Yee, encourages CHSSC
to be BIG, FAST, and BEST.
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A CHSSC Chronology
Feb. 1974 “A Historical Perspective: The Chinese in America”
conference in DWP Auditorium
April 1975 Resthaven Community Mental Health Center planning
conference for creating a Chinese historical society in
Southern California
Nov. 1975 First official meeting of CHSSC in basement of Cathay
Bank
1976 Golden Dragon Parade—led formation in parade, every
year since 1976
1976 Lang Station Pilgrimage for Golden Spike Centennial.
Walking tour of San Fernando Tunnel in Newhall
1977 First trip to Mother Lode in Sierra foothills
1977 First Gum Saan Journal
Aug. 1978 Oral History project with UCLA Asian American Studies
Center begins
1979–1985 Fundraisers: selling sliced pineapple at Lotus Festival booth
1981 First Chinatown walking tours, in conjunction with L.A.
Bicentennial. Dr. Charles Wong, project director
1982 Exhibition at Bowers Museum for lecture program
featuring Jack Chen
1983 Family History Workshop for the Chinese American,
UCLA
1984 Chinatown Walking Tour Map completed
1984 Second Mother Lode field trip, including Fiddletown visit
1984 Linking Our Lives co-published with UCLA Asian
American Studies Center

6 Gum Saan Journal 2017
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1984 Chinese Women of America, 1834–1982 exhibition at
University Library, Cal State LA
1984 Committee for planning a Museum of Chinese American
History at El Pueblo
1984–1985 Riverside Chinatown field trip, marched in parade
1985 Field trip to Hawaii
May 1986 San Francisco Chinatown and Angel Island field trip
May 1986 One Day, One Dollar: The California Legacy of the Chinese
Agricultural Pioneers documentary photo exhibition at
L.A. Department of Water and Power, and at Chinatown
Branch Library
May 1987 Field trip to Visalia, Hanford, Tulare Chinatowns, Imperial
Dynasty feast
1988 Celebration of 50th Anniversary of New Chinatown;
published The Golden Years
1989 Published Sweet Bamboo: A Saga of a Chinese American
Family by Louise Leung Larson
Aug. 1990 1888 Chinese Memorial Shrine in Evergreen Cemetery
designated as Historic/ Cultural Monument No. 486
1990 With Chinese Chamber of Commerce, organized revival of
L.A. Chinatown Moon Festival
May 1991 Trip to Mexicali, El Centro, and San Diego Chinatowns
1991 Formosa Café preservation campaign
1992 Hosted Chinese American Studies Conference at
California State University, Los Angeles
1992 Acquired 1888 Historic Chinese Shrine in Evergreen
Cemetery in East Los Angeles

Gum Saan Journal 2017 7
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March 1994 Field trip to Marysville, marched in Bok Kai Festival
Parade
1994 Co-sponsored Brushstrokes of Old Chinatown exhibition of
paintings at El Pueblo Gallery
Jan. 1995 Closed escrow of future home of CHSSC at 411 and 415
Bernard Street in Los Angeles Chinatow
1995 Historic Chinese shrine restoration started
1995 News conference held at 415 Bernard Street for MTA to
present artifacts unearthed from Old Chinatown site to
CHSSC
1996 Impressionistic Chinatown exhibition, paintings by Mai
Diep Lawrence
1996 Summer School project with LAUSD students at Bernard
Street
1998 Duty and Honor: A Tribute to Chinese American World War
II Veterans of Southern California co-published with UCLA
Asian American Studies Center as culmination of 3 year
research and collection project
1998 Chinatown: Sites and Rewrites (What Jake Couldn’t Forget),
exhibition and video bus tour by Georgia Fee
1998 & 1999 Pilgrimages to attend commemoration of the Golden Spike
at Transcontinental Railroad at Promontory, UT
1999 Co-organized Chinese American Studies Conference, San
Diego
1999 Exhibition partner at Getty/Watts Labor Community
Action Committee’s Expressions in the Gallery: Less Visible
Material Culture in the Central City Corridor
2000 Chinatown: Drawings inside and at the edge of the Los
Angeles Historic District. Cal State Long Beach student art
exhibit, under Prof. Tom Krumpak

8 Gum Saan Journal 2017
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Jan. 2001 Promissory note for CHSSC property was paid off
2001 First paid staff: Kelli Allen
2001 Published Bridging The Centuries: History of Chinese
Americans in Southern California
2003 Chinese American Museum in Los Angeles opens
2004 Revisiting East Adams video documentary by Jenny Cho
and Will Gow, with assistance from the California Council
for the Humanities
2004 Portraits of Pride Volume 1. Wing Mar, Project Director
2006 Chinese artifacts unearthed during widening of road in
East LA for Gold Line project next to Evergreen Cemetery
2008 Chinatown Remembered, an oral history and video
documentary project organized by Will Gow with support
from the California Council for the Humanities
2009 Chinatown in Los Angeles by Jenny Cho and CHSSC
Apr. 2010 Memorial Wall unveiled at Evergreen Cemetery next to
1888 historic Chinese shrine
2011 Chinatown and China City in Los Angeles by Jenny Cho
and CHSSC
2012 Portraits of Pride Vol. 2 published and distributed to schools
and libraries. L.P. Leung, Project Director

Gum Saan Journal 2017 9
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Emma Woo Louie 胡友愛
Emma is the 14th charter member of the Chinese Historical Society of Southern
California. She is a previous editor of Gum Saan
Journal and the author of Chinese American
Names: Tradition and Transition (1998). She is
the widow of Paul Louie (#13th charter member,
1918–2009), one of the three founders of the
Chinese Historical Society of Southern California.
The other two founders were William Mason and
Paul De Falla. Emma was a special speaker at
CHSSC’s 40th Anniversary Dinner in October of
2015. Emma and Paul have four children: Steve,
Emma Woo Louie.
David, Alan and Lisa; nine grandchildren, and two
(Photo courtesy great-grandsons. This piece was written for Gum
of Emma Louie.) Saan Journal in the summer of 2016.
I met Paul Louie 雷纯岡 in 1947 in San
Francisco after church service at the Chinese
Presbyterian Church. My older brother, who came
from Seattle for a visit, introduced us. My brother
and Paul were both born and raised in Seattle and
were acquainted since there were few Chinese
families. There were 40 families in Seattle by 1940.4
I was born in Seattle, but being an unwanted girl
Paul Louie.
(as I was told), I was given to a couple that couldn’t
(Photo courtesy of
have children. They legally adopted me in Pasco,
Emma Louie.)
Washington where my adoptive father worked as a
foreman for the Northern Pacific Railway. The few Chinese in town were
railroad workers. Wong How was the merchant family and their oldest son,
James Wong Howe, became the famous Hollywood cinematographer and is
recognized as one of Pasco’s notable residents.
After moving to San Francisco when I was about five or six, I lived in a
Methodist home for girls for two years. Girls were grouped by age and
4

Ron Chew, editor. Reflections of Seattle’s Chinese Americans: The First 100 Years. Seattle:
University of Washington Press, Wing Luke Asian Museum, 1994, p. 141. The
interview with Paul Louie is on p. 45, and the interview with his brother-in-law, Ben
Woo, is on p. 47.
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lived several to a room. Each group had a housemother. Parents visited
on weekends but couldn’t speak Chinese to us. During World War II, the
building became the Gum Moon Residence for Chinese women. I once
heard that the YWCA residence on Powell Street accepted only White
women as residents, hence the need for Gum Moon.5
Before my senior year at Commerce High School in San Francisco, I
met my birth family in Seattle and discovered I had three older brothers
and two younger sisters. My birth father was Toisanese (Taishanese) who
came in 1882 to Seattle. He once worked for a Woo relative who sent him
to Shanghai to purchase goods for the store. My birth mother, who was
Manchurian, was born in Guangzhou, and grew up in Shanghai.
Paul grew up in a family of eleven siblings. His parents were Toisanese;
his father also arrived in Seattle in 1882; and his mother came later. Paul
grew up in Canton Alley in an apartment that was part of the Kong Yick
building that is now the Wing Luke Museum.6 The apartment no longer
exists but the space is part of the auditorium.

5

6

In 1870, Reverend Dr. Otis Gibson—formerly a missionary in Fuzhou, China—
established the “Female Department” of the Methodist Episcopal Church’s Chinese
Domestic Mission, housed at 916 Washington Street. This was four years before the
establishment of the Presbyterian Church’s Occidental Board of Foreign Missions—or
the Donaldina Cameron House. In 1893, Otis and Eliza Gibson purchased the building
next door at 912 Washington Street for the “Oriental Home and School.” The Home
was destroyed in the 1906 Earthquake, as with much of Old Chinatown. It was rebuilt
at 940 Washington Street in 1911. In the 1930s, it was renamed Gum Moon (Golden
Door) Women’s Residence. In 1984, Gum Moon Residence evolved to be the Asian
Women’s Resource Center (AWRC), still serving women in need. Source: the Asian
Women’s Resource Center homepage and also from Jeffrey L. Staley’s “Gum Moon:
The First Fifty Years of Methodist Women’s Work in San Francisco Chinatown, 1870–
1920,” in The Argonaut, Journal of the San Francisco Museum and Historical Society,
2005 pp. 4–25.
The Wing Luke Museum of the Asian Pacific American Experience began in 1967
in a small storefront on Eighth Avenue. It is named after the first Chinese American
on Seattle’s City Council, elected in 1962. In 2008, the Museum relocated to 719
S. King Street, site of the former East Kong Yick Building in Seattle’s Chinatown.
This building—and the West Kong Yick Building—was originally funded in 1910
by 170 Chinese immigrants who used it to anchor the relocated Chinatown. The
two buildings—separated by Canton Alley—housed storefronts, Freeman Hotel,
apartments, and community organizations.
Gum Saan Journal 2017 11
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Paul was active in the Chinese Baptist Church in Seattle7 (American
Baptist denomination) and received a scholarship to attend Linfield College8
in McMinnville, Oregon. He graduated in 1942. He continued at Boston’s
Harvard University Divinity School and graduated in 1945. He was
ordained as a minister in the American Baptist Church in Seattle.
While still in Divinity School, Paul was one of the founders of the
Chinese Christian Youth Conference of the East, also known as the Silver
Bay Conference. The others were George Kan, Eddie Leong Way, and
Reverend Edwar Lee. Paul served as Chair the first three years: 1944, 1945,
and 1946. The Conference lasted until the 1960s. I believe this was when
Paul honed his organizational skills as he met and talked with leaders and
young people of churches in the Chinatowns of several Eastern cities—
Cleveland, Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston, New York City—in order to
interest them in the Conference.
In 1947, Paul came to San Francisco to work as the Young Adult
Secretary at the Chinese YMCA9. We were married in 1948. From 1950 to
1955, he was the minister of the Chinese Presbyterian Church in Oakland.10
After resigning, Paul attended the Pacific School of Religion to become a
Minister of Education. He served as such at several Presbyterian churches in
California, including Calvary Presbyterian in Berkeley; Community Church
in Davis; and La Canada Presbyterian in the Los Angeles area. We moved
about because when the head minister of a church resigns, the ministerial
staff also resigns to allow the new minister to choose his own staff.
7
8

9
10

This Church was established in 1922 at 925 S. King Street in Seattle.
The College was established in 1849 near Portland by the American Baptist Church.
The First Baptist Church in the United States was established in 1638 by Roger
Williams in Rhode Island. The Southern Baptists split from the mainline church in the
1800s mainly over the issue of slavery. The Northern Baptist Convention was renamed
American Baptist Convention in 1950 and is generally accepted as more liberal than the
Southern Baptist sector.
The Chinatown Young Men’s Christian Association in San Francisco was established
in 1911, and the Chinatown YWCA in 1916. The YMCA has been housed at 855
Sacramento Street since 1926.
Because there were few Asian American churches before the 1950s, ministers often
switched denominations. The Chinese Presbyterian Church in Oakland is one of the
oldest Asian American churches. The First Presbyterian Church in Oakland offered
English language classes to Chinese Americans in the 1860s. Members of their Chinese
Bible study group established a church in 1878. The church moved to 265 Eighth
Street, Oakland in 1927.
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Paul started his second career in 1971. He joined the Los Angeles
County Human Relations Commission (LACHRC)11 as a staff consultant.
He loved what he did: helping people organize for the common good of a
community.
Our next-door neighbor in the Silver Lake area, where we lived in Los
Angeles, was Robert Grannis Cowan. Bob’s father, Robert Ernest Cowan,
co-authored the book Bibliography of the Chinese Question in the United
States. Bob was so surprised when I asked if they were related. His father’s
book collection—the Robert E. Cowan Collection—formed the foundation
of UCLA’s Department of Special Collections.12
Bob Cowan was a member of the Historical Society of Southern
California;13 his girlfriend was the secretary. I believe they suggested that
Paul meet Bill Mason who had written about the Chinese in Los Angeles.
Bill introduced Paul to Paul De Falla, who wrote about the 1871 Chinese
massacre in Los Angeles.
The three of them clicked and, after several meetings, they thought it
would be good to have a historical society about the Chinese in Los Angeles
and Southern California. Then they set about discussing ways and means of
forming one. They decided to have a seminar first, to learn about Chinese
American history. Bill and Paul de Falla would be speakers. We knew Phil

11

12

13

The mission of the Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission (LACHRC)
is to promote “positive race and human relations in an increasingly complex and
multicultural county. The Commission works to develop programs that proactively
address racism, homophobia, religious prejudice, linguistic bias, anti-immigrant
sentiment, and other divisive attitudes that can lead to inter-cultural tension, hate
crimes and related violence.” Established as a county committee after the 1943 Zoot
Suit Riots, it became an official agency of the County government in 1958. The 15
Commission members are appointed by the Board of Supervisors.
Robert Ernest Cowan (1862–1942) was a bookseller in San Francisco and came
to Los Angeles in 1926 to be the bibliographer for William Andrews Clark, Jr—a
philanthropist and collector. After Clark’s passing, his collection was donated to
establish UCLA’s Special Collection at the William Andrew Clark Memorial Library.
The Historical Society of Southern California (HSSC) is the oldest historical society
in Southern California. In 1883, 15 individuals met at Main and Market streets in
downtown LA to establish the society; it was incorporated in 1891.
Gum Saan Journal 2017 13
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Choy and Him Mark Lai14 of the Chinese Historical Society of America
(CHSA) very well; they would also be speakers. We were new to L.A.,
but we knew Delbert and Dolores Wong, and Edwin and Beulah Kwoh15
from years ago; they would help identify and contact individuals and
organizations to attend the seminar.
Through recommendations and connections with the right people,
meetings were held at the Department of Water and Power (February 1974),
Resthaven Hospital (April 1975), and Cathay Bank in Chinatown. The
Chinese Lutheran Ministry sponsored the meeting at Resthaven. The idea
of forming a Chinese American historical society in Southern California
appealed to many Chinese and non–Chinese Americans.
CHSSC was established in 1975 with Paul, Bill Mason, and Paul
De Falla as its founders. In the first months, meetings were held in the
basement of the Cathay Bank. Board meetings were held in our living
room. Our home on Redcliff Street was the address of the Society. Charter
member Ella Quan, who taught at Castelar Elementary School, suggested
holding the monthly meetings in its community room. And Bill Chun14

15

Him Mark Lai and Philip Choy are respected pioneers in Chinese American studies.
Him Mark Lai (1925–2009) was born in San Francisco to a paper son. He graduated
from UC Berkeley in mechanical engineering in 1947. In 1969, he co-taught the first
Asian American studies class at San Francisco State with Philip Choy. He authored
many works including History of the Chinese in America: An Outline (with Philip
Choy, 1972), Becoming Chinese American (2004), and Chinese American Transnational
Politics (2010). Philip Choy was born in 1926 in San Francisco and earned a degree in
architecture from UC Berkeley after the War. He has authored The Coming Man: 19th
Century American Perceptions of the Chinese (1994), San Francisco Chinatown: A Guide
to Its History & Architecture (2012), and Canton Footprints: Sacramento’s Chinese Legacy
(2007). Choy has been president of CHSA many times. Chinese Historical Society of
America was conceived in the fall of 1962 and incorporated on 5 January 1963 in San
Francisco. It was founded by Thomas W. Chinn, C.H. Kwock, Chingwah Lee, H.K.
Wong, and Thomas W.S. Wu D.D.S.
Delbert Wong (1920–2006) was the first Chinese American to graduate from Stanford
Law School and the first Chinese American judge appointed in the continental
United States (1959). See Gum Saan Journal 2004 for a retrospective on Judge Wong
authored by his son, Marshall Wong. Delbert’s wife, Dolores (1921–2014), was a
social worker and very active with Friends of Chinatown Library, CHSSC, and other
organizations. Edwin Kwoh (near 1907–2002) was a businessman with a master’s
degree from Princeton Theological Seminary and a PhD from Columbia University.
His wife, Beulah Quo, was an actress and one of the founders of East West Players in
1965. The Wongs and Kwohs were well-respected and beloved community activists and
philanthropists.

14 Gum Saan Journal 2017
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Hoon, the principal, obtained
the permission to do so. The
Society then secured a P. O.
Box number for its official
address.
As a LACHRC consultant,
Paul helped in establishing
several other organizations:
Council of Oriental
Organizations (COO),
Paul Louie with William Mason,
two of three founders of CHSSC.
Chinatown Public Library,
Chinatown Service Center,
(CHSSC Collection.)
and Chinatown Teen Post.
I remember Paul saying he was able to obtain seed money from the
Presbyterian Church U.S.A. for the latter two organizations. He worked
with Armenians to establish its community organization in Glendale.
This was during the time, when as a result of President Lyndon Johnson’s
War on Poverty program, communities across America could apply for
federal government money to meet the needs for a better life of its people.
During the 1980s, Paul consulted with Gladys Lee, the first Director, on
establishing the Asian Pacific Family Center in Rosemead that offered
mental health services.
Although Paul, as a LACHRC consultant, couldn’t be an officer of an
organization he helped to establish, he could serve as advisor. He was firm
about an organization having by-laws because it was a blueprint for its
goals and mission, but he wouldn’t write by-laws for the organizations. Paul
believed that by teaching the members to write by-laws, he was helping to
develop its leadership. He would think of ways an organization could carry
out its mission and talk over his ideas with those who would be interested.
Paul would be very pleased to know CHSSC is in its fifth decade.
It’s always been a lively group, filled with people with much energy and
infectious enthusiasm. During the early years, we had George Yee who loved
saying CHSSC is going to be the best and the biggest. It was wonderful
to see all that enthusiasm. There’s still so much to learn about Chinese
American history.

Gum Saan Journal 2017 15
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Before retiring from LACHRC in 1986, Paul was active in the Asian
Presbyterian Ministers group. At the request of the Presbytery, he worked
with a couple of Korean Presbyterian churches to help them solve their
problems.
Paul loved working with people, young and old, and always felt he was
doing God’s work, whether directly for a church or a community. During
the nearly forty years we lived in Los Angeles County, especially during the
1970s and 1980s, Paul was really in the right place at the right time, doing
what he loved best.
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Munson Kwok 郭民生
and
Suellen Cheng 蘭鄭舒
This interview of 1 June 2016 was held at the Los Angeles Lodge of the Chinese
American Citizens Alliance (C.A.C.A.). Dr. Munson Kwok and Suellen Cheng
are a couple deeply interested
in Chinese American history.
Like other longtime partners,
this conversation wove back
and forth, and this is an
edited transcript. Dr. Kwok
served as C.A.C.A. National
President between 2005 and
2009. Suellen was Curator at
the El Pueblo de Los Angeles
Suellen Cheng and Munson Kwok
Historical Monument and is
at C.A.C.A. Lodge in 2016.
the current C.A.C.A. National
(CHSSC Collection.)
Historian. They were both very
involved in the founding of the Chinese American Museum. In 1988, they coauthored “The Golden Years of Los Angeles Chinatown.” Munson Kwok was the
second charter member of CHSSC, and Suellen Cheng was number 42.
About 1975
MK: Last week, we met with Gerald Shue16 who remembered what Paul
Louie was trying to do during the gestation period of CHSSC. According
to Jerry, there was quite a lot of community discussion and dialogue in the
1970s about what LA’s Chinatown needed. It was felt that there was a need
to focus on community education on Chinese American history and that
led to a conference held at Kaiser Permanente Hospital on College Street.17
At that time, the hospital would open up their rooms for community
meetings. The new leaders of Chinatown during this era wanted to help the
16

17

Gerald Shue was the 15th member of CHSSC and its third president (1978–79). He
was the Treasurer during the inaugural year of the Society. He worked for the Division
of Highways—now Caltrans—and was active with the Asian Pacific State Employees
Association.
Then named Resthaven Community Mental Health Center at 765 West College Street.
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community. Suellen was there for that one-day planning conference in the
Spring of 1975; I wasn’t. It was that conference that motivated the founding
of CHSSC.
SC: Paul Louie and some of the others decided to bring down Him Mark
Lai and Philip Choy from San Francisco to the Kaiser conference. We
listened intently to their presentations on the history of Chinese in America.
The whole field of Chinese American studies was still undeveloped. I
remember Paul Louie was always working behind the scenes.
MK: Paul was the instigator of many things; I don’t think we realize how
instrumental he really was in the 1970s Asian American movement. He
would never boast. He was then working at Los Angeles’ Human Relations
Commission. Phil [Choy] and [Paul and Emma] Louie were connected
from earlier days through church and other networks.
The other two founders of CHSSC were William Mason and Paul M.
De Falla. Mason was senior curator at Los Angeles County Natural History
Museum. He was “Mr. LA History” of that era. He had already done
considerable work on the old LA Chinatown. The third person was Paul De
Falla who was active in historical societies; he did a lot of research on Los
Angeles’ 1871 Chinese Massacre.
SC: De Falla’s treatise, “Lantern in the Western Sky,” was published in
the Historical Society of Southern California Quarterly in March and June
of 1960.
MK: Like a lot of us, De Falla was not officially a historian, but he just
had personal interest. Robert A. Nash18 has the distinction of being the
first CHSSC official member. He had a passion about Chinese vessels,
junks, and fisheries off the coast of California. He contended there was
construction of these vessels in the U.S. I know, for example, that in
Monterey Bay, these Chinese pioneers were experienced boatmen from the
Pearl River Delta. Robert was a wonderful guy and extremely progressive in
his understanding of history for that time. Nash was an expert on vessels,
but he came and was excited to join us. You know how he became CHSSC’s
#1 member? I was pulled in to what would be CHSSC several months after
18

Dr. Robert Alan Nash was a geographer associated with UCLA with research interest
in Chinese junks and fisheries. His dissertation is entitled “Chinese Shrimp Fishery in
California,” and his works are archived in CHSSC’s Robert Nash Collection.

18 Gum Saan Journal 2017

GSJ_Body_2017_161116.indd 18

11/16/16 10:50 AM

■■■■

■

■■■

the Kaiser meeting by George Yee.19 The Yee family is a major player in this
story. For about the first ten years of the Society, the Yee brothers were a
mainstay. George and I worked together in the same company, Aerospace
Corporation. I came to the September and October pre-planning meetings
in the Cathay Bank basement. By November, George Yee said we had to
have membership. He slammed down this notebook with spiral binding on
the table to get a list going, and I was sitting about two feet from George.
But Robert Nash was even closer, and he immediately put down his ten
dollars. I was a little slower, but I’m proud to be number two. Johnny Yee’s
the third charter member.
In 1969, there were so few Chinese Americans at Aerospace. George
would recruit me for things, “You have to join this outfit.” He got me into
Chinese American Engineers Association of Southern California. We added
the word “Scientists” to our name later. George Yee, Chuck Yee, and I were
the only native-born types in that group of about fifty people; the rest were
Taiwan and mainland Chinese Americans. Some had come to study in
America before 1949 and got caught after the changes in China; they made
the best of their time in this country.
George’s family used to run laundries in Pennsylvania. They migrated
to the west for better opportunities. All the sons did well in the professions
and raised good families. There were eleven in the Yee family. The brothers
who were active in CHSSC were Chuck, George, Johnny, and Bill, who still
attends meetings regularly and marches in the Chinese New Year Parade.
SC: I think [architect] Gilbert Leong (Charter Member #66) designed the
CHSSC logo as well as that of the Chinese American Museum; that’s why
the two logos are similar. I think the father of our first secretary, Ann Lau20,
did the Chinese calligraphy of CHSSC’s name. Attorney David R. Chan,
eighth charter member, did the paperwork to incorporate the association as
a nonprofit.

19
20

George Yee worked at Aerospace Corporation and was CHSSC’s 2nd president (1976–
77). He was the 11th member of CHSSC and his wife, Elsie, was the 12th. His brother
Chuck was 16th of the Society’s charter members and Chuck’s wife, Mary, was 17th.
Ann Lau is the 18th charter member and Secretary during the inaugural year. Her
husband-to-be, Spencer Chan (#62) and her brother, Joe Lau (#74), were also charter
members. She has frequently served on the Board and is active with Visual Artists
Guild, established in 1985.
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MK: Paul Louie was never an officer; he would begrudgingly be a board
member. He didn’t want to show a conflict of interest with his work but,
really, he was just that kind of guy.
SC: I had finished at Tamkang University 淡江大學 in Taiwan and came to
UCLA in 1974 as a Fullbright graduate student in the History Department.
I was the only Asian in the American History component at UCLA. My
professor was Dr. Kathryn Sklar who just joined UCLA in 1974. She would
be instrumental in establishing the foundation of women’s studies discipline.
She encouraged my interest in studying Chinese American women. I
naturally came to Chinatown to look for primary sources to support my
research. I didn’t know anyone, but someone introduced me to Paul Louie.
Paul asked me to come to the meeting at Kaiser. It was a wonderful idea
to have more research on Chinese Americans, especially to insert it into
curriculum in the public schools. At a subsequent Cathay Bank meeting, I
met Munson. I said, “Can anybody help me with the research on Chinese
women? I would like to interview people.” Munson, who didn’t know any
better, raised his hand and said, “Oh yeah, my mother was a member of the
Square and Circle Club.” The Club was founded in 1924 and is one of the
earliest Chinese American women’s groups.
MK: My mom joined the Square and Circle Club in 1925 so she is not
technically a charter member. There were seven charter members and when
I was growing up in San Francisco, these seven became my “aunties.”
SC: I hit the jackpot. Munson gave me his mother’s phone number. But he
didn’t get rid of me that easily and things developed between us (laughs).
We married in 1977.
MK: Stanley Kwok Lau—Charter Member #5—was the first CHSSC
president. He had been the president of the Los Angeles County’s Asian
American Employees Association and was seen as the one with the most
clout. Even recently, I met a person who was telling me how important Stan
was as a leader in those early days at the County. At that time, Asians were
the unorganized new group. Stanley Lau was an engineer with Los Angeles’
Department of Water and Power (DWP). Certain departments of the DWP
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were very progressive. Even in the 1930s, you had Peter SooHoo21 working
at DWP. A small handful of Chinatown folks followed SooHoo after World
War II. George W. Tom and Sam Sik Low also worked at DWP. Baldwin
and Herb Tom were George’s brothers who were also there. Here is another
side story that should not be lost.
CHSSC attracted a steady crowd, and it exploded by the December
party. The Yee brothers took Christmas partying seriously. They made the
holiday potluck party work; it became a CHSSC tradition.
SC: I met Lucie [Cheng Hirata]22 in 1975. I was looking to be a research
fellow, and she was professor in the Sociology Department at UCLA since
1970. She also was interested in Chinese American women; she wanted
someone to read Chung Sai Yat Po, and I was one of the few who could read
Chinese language so I became her R.A. (research assistant).
MK: I graduated in 1968 from Stanford in astronautics and aeronautics,
with a minor in physics. I had done some postdoc work before I was hired
in research—a job which lasted about 45 years. In 1975, I was a single guy
living in Santa Monica; it was a nice Westside neighborhood. But I grew up
in Chinatown in San Francisco. When George (Yee) asked me to check out
this LA Chinatown group, I thought it might help me do my own family
history. My dad had pounded in me for years to do the family history. My
dad also said, “We Kwoks have a fascinating history, but you should tell
your mom’s story.” My mother, Pearl Lew, is an Ng from her mother’s side.
So that’s two stories to work on. Ironically, it has only been in these recent
few years that the Chinese Family History Workshop Group, a spinoff of
CHSSC, has been formed to help me fulfill my goal of forty years ago.
21

22

Peter SooHoo is a Chinatown icon. The first Asian American to work for the
Department of Water and Power, SooHoo is credited as a key leader who helped a
group of merchant leaders move Chinatown to its current site after the forced removal
near 1933. Old Chinatown was razed by the City to build Union Station.
CHSSC Charter Member #47, Professor of Sociology, Lucie Cheng (1939–2010),
was the director of the Asian American Studies Center at UCLA from 1972 to 1987.
She was a driving force behind the CHSSC’s Oral History Project and Linking Our
Lives. She co-edited Labor Immigration Under Capitalism (1984) and The New Asian
Immigration in the Restructuring Political Economy (1994). Dr. Cheng was the founding
director of the Center of Pacific Rim Studies at UCLA (1985–1990). After her
retirement from UCLA (2001), Professor Cheng was Founding Dean of the Graduate
School for Social Transformation Studies at Shih Hsin University in Taipei. She also
worked as a publisher and journalist for Lipao Newspaper.
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Both my maternal and paternal heritages date back to 1867 in this country.
We are unusually longtime Californ’s. At that time, I just knew my family
predated the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act. Suellen recently helped me find
the census to date it more exactly to 1867. My original goal got sidetracked
for a long while. I thought to help out George, a good guy from work, and
then one thing led to another…
My father, Loy Kwok 郭根來, did many things. He was born in 1905 in
San Francisco, just before the earthquake, which really impacted the family.
My dad would tell me all these stories about the Kwoks. He told me that
some Chinese Americans came as families to Monterey—not as indentured
servants. We are one of these families. I’ve only been recently tracing this
and going to maritime museums in China and exploring the Pearl River
Delta. We came from an area about ten miles from Macau. That area is
marsh-like, and many were waterman and farmers. When he was about 20,
my dad was forced to quit high school to become the foreman of the big
family farm in the Watsonville area. So he had to become a big manager at
a young age. But, by the time he was in his 30’s, he was a bartender in San
Francisco. During the War, he worked as a carpenter for a Jewish fellow
doing signs for military establishments. He was quite an artist too; I have
his portraits of me as a child. After the War, he decided, probably due to his
artistic sense, to get into women’s fashion design and manufacturing on the
high end for about five years. He was probably the first postwar designer to
innovate Chinese motifs and aesthetics into American luxury clothing such
as cocktail dresses. I remember him using Jewish salesmen to reach the best
elite stores and Japanese American seamstresses for the butterfly buttons. He
imported exquisite tribute silks from Shanghai. The main work, of course,
was done in the Chinatown sewing factories. At his climax, he reached
Bullocks Wilshire, a premier department store in Los Angeles. But this
business niche got very competitive as others in S.F. Chinatown caught on.
Dad migrated for several more years to doing elementary school uniforms
and other such products, now selling to such as J.C. Penney’s and National
Dollar Stores. I think he felt he had to support his kid through college.
When you grow up in Chinatown, even with our long heritage, there
is some level of social injustice in dealing with the “outside” world in
your day-to-day life. My family got very, very good at being “mainstream”
Americans. My parents spoke and wrote superb English and could make
a living outside the Chinatown environs. My mother graduated from
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Commerce High School and, with her peer group, pioneered working
outside of Chinatown in the mainstream office world. However, they were
also very good Chinese in observing the cultural traditions and knowing
the language, both spoken and written. But we still had limitations. My
dad started in farm management, supervising scores of folks, but came back
to being a bartender within Chinatown. You had to do what you could to
make a living.
During World War II, Chinatown was very aware of the internment
of Japanese Americans. The Chinese raised funds for the war effort and
the Chinese refugees. In 1950s Chinatown, there was great concern about
the political changes with the Republican Party’s ascent and Mao’s ascent.
These issues impacted how people in Chinatown lived their lives. Who
has the right politics? How do you maneuver your existence in America?
Some of my family members were politically active. I had family who were
prominent immigration lawyers in Chinatown. That sense of social justice
inevitably rubs off on you. Maybe that is where I get my volunteering
attitude. My dad was a U.S. citizen, and he always went down to vote;
he had great pride in doing it. My mother, however, had suspicion of the
system—probably to never do anything good for Chinese Americans—and
never voted. I discussed the merits of elected officials in California and
San Francisco with my dad and my uncles. On the other hand, there was a
feeling politics should be avoided as it only brings forth personal trouble.
One thing led to another in LA Chinatown and at my work. I came
to realize that many issues still involved race and ethnicity. At that time,
there was an obvious difficulty for Chinese American engineers to reach
the managerial ranks. I’m a longtime Californ’ with a PhD in a cutting
edge discipline from a major university, so I did have more voice. We
got into the company’s affirmative action debate. A small handful of us
took responsibility to speak out; you knew, we became part of a national
movement for minority recognition and equality. We cooperated with
“Negro Americans” and “Hispanics,” as these groups were called then. We
learned strategies of peaceful protest from African Americans who had
worked with Dr. Martin Luther King. I learned a lot outside of books.
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CHSSC Early Projects
SC: From September 1975, CHSSC had monthly meetings. Within six
months, Ella Quan23 and Dr. Bill Chun-Hoon24—longtime CHSSC
members—helped us transfer our meetings to Castelar Elementary’s
auditorium as we needed more space. We have been there since. It was
inconvenient for Cathay Bank to open their basement on Wednesday nights
for us.
MK: We were all in our 30’s! Now that we’ve been established for so
long, we realize we are no longer in our 30’s. Many of the other historical
societies in our city admired us for being so young, so energetic, so hopeful.
Another similar historical society, of fairly youthful folks, adopted us. It
was the Historical Society of Centinela Valley led by Gladys and Frances
Waddingham [Charter Members #96 and #97]. She was a Spanish language
teacher from Inglewood High School. Because of them, we joined the
statewide historical societies conference. There were other “ethnic” historical
societies like the Swedish Historical Society. When they found out my name
is “Mun-son,” they adopted me as an honorary Swede. There were about
60 to 80 historical societies in Southern California at that time. Everybody
today seems to have gone geriatric. In my era of leadership at CHSSC,
I kept our Society as a member of the statewide association. But I’m
disappointed that we have lagged on this now. We need to work with other
people and get different perspectives.
Jim Cummings [#23], Bob Large, Elmo Gambarana, Robert Nash,
Randall Bloch, Professor Gene Cooper, and Susan Dickson were all active
members of our Society and they may have brought the viewpoints of nonChinese into our understanding. Through the Santa Clarita Historical
23

24

Ella Yee Quan (1926–2014) was the seventh official member of CHSSC. Born in Santa
Barbara, Ella was a teacher and a principal. She was also active in many Chinatown
organizations, especially LA Chinese Drum and Bugle Corps, Chinese Chamber of
Commerce, and served as the first female president of CHSSC in 1986. Ella was on the
CHSSC Board for many years, but she did so much more. She spent countless hours
being the volunteer office manager. She did everything from coordinating activities to
hauling CHSSC books and publicity materials to conferences.
Dr. William Chun-Hoon was born in Hawaii and earned his PhD from Claremont
Graduate School. In 1973, he became the first principal of Chinese descent within the
LAUSD. He served Castelar Elementary in Chinatown. After his retirement in 1992,
Dr. Chun-Hoon continued to be active in many Chinese American organizations,
especially Friends of the Chinatown Library.
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Society, we participated in the
100th anniversary at Lang Station
in 1976. Perhaps today we are
more insular and that is another
personal disappointment for me.
There are few Asian Americans in
other historical societies today.
SC: We were also close with the
Eagle Rock Historical Society,
Marji Lee, Suellen Cheng, Lucie Cheng, and
and we did a joint activity with
Susie Ling in 2002. Lucie is holding a copy of
Linking Our Lives.
the Jewish Historical Society.
Later, we did many L.A. History
(Photo courtesy of Susie Ling.)
Days with USC. Another sister
organization is the China Society of Southern California. Most of their
founding members were Caucasians including missionaries and others who
had grown up in China. They are more focused on Chinese culture. Because
we cooperated in their activities, they also showed interest in ours. We
helped each other.
CHSSC collaborated with UCLA to do the Chinese American Oral
History Project. Dr. Lucie Cheng, director of the UCLA Asian American
Studies Center, was even on our CHSSC Board for a time. Dr. June Mei
[Charter Member #71] got an MA and PhD in History and East Asian
Languages from Harvard. She was then a postdoc at UCLA. Lucie’s vision
was that academic research had to stay vital by connecting closely with
community and its needs. They both stressed academic collaboration with
the community. UCLA did a lot of other stuff in Chinatown including the
Asian American Tutorial Project at Castelar School.25
Lucie got a grant for our joint Southern California Chinese American
Oral History Project. CHSSC identified Chinese Americans of historical
interest, did the interviews, and collected 400 interview tapes. It was a fiveyear project. Later, CHSSC supported the cataloging and summarizing of
these interviews. This was done on an electric typewriter! That led to our
first publication, Linking Our Lives, on the experiences of Chinese American
women. Lucie was insistent we publish our own oral history findings. It
25

Continuously since 1969, college volunteers from UCLA, Occidental College,
and USC have tutored and mentored students at Castelar Elementary on Saturday
mornings. The “AATP” project has also been known as the Asian Education Project.
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was a good effort, perhaps not to today’s academic standards. The book was
subsequently used in college courses.
MK: The Linking Our Lives project gave both CHSSC and the nascent
Asian American Studies Center a lot of credibility. This is another area of
collaboration in which we have been less diligent today. We have fewer
professional academicians involved in our organization.
We always formed joint committees. We ended up saying “Let’s give it
a try.” I was the Society’s first editor, and I got the series of ISBN sequence
numbers that we are still using today. You can’t believe how much work
that was. I also had to establish the standards for our publications. Thank
goodness that Ella Quan had done a lot of Chinese Chamber of Commerce
New Year booklets so she was used to production, printing, and publication.
She was the chair of our Book Committee. Ella and I were also the final
proofreaders on any project. Marji Lee and Russell Leong at UCLA also did
much for Linking Our Lives. It was Russell who came up with the title. I was
very insistent on the color of the cover; I wanted it a warm red. I insisted on
a green cover for Sweet Bamboo (1989), our second publication.
SC: Dr. Don Loo26—another longtime CHSSC member—was also from
UCLA. Once, we thought we had to retype our whole book, but he had
access to the earliest scanner. But, all the “e’s” became “c’s” and it was worse!
We had to retype, and I think it was Don again that got it done. When
we did Origins and Destinations (1994), we did not tell the contributors to
standardize their format. That was another big mistake. Don Loo helped
again. This was all before Internet and with very basic technology, we were
learning as we went.
MK: It was like some kind of suffering. But looking back, it is a good story.
It did set a tradition of CHSSC becoming a good publishing house; we’ve
done well.
SC: We do community stories, perhaps not at an academic level. But that
has merit too. Origins and Destinations was more academic. That was the
accumulation of papers from the Cal State LA conference.
MK: We got cajoled into being the sponsor for the 1992 Chinese American
Studies conference at Cal State LA by the national steering group. Stanton
26

Dr. Don Loo is a researcher at UCLA’s Department of Physiology and CHSSC
President from 2014–2016.
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Mu [Charter Member #50] of CHSSC was our chair. We had so many top
academic papers of that era, including my favorite, the work of Dr. Stanford
Lyman. His was a meticulous statement of counter exclusion; he showed
Chinese worked patiently against the Exclusion Act through the law and the
courts. It was a milestone paper that would later become one of his books.27
SC: CHSSC members participated in the first 1979 Chinese Historical
Society conference in San Francisco with Him Mark Lai, and in subsequent
meetings. We contributed papers. Los Angeles hosted it in 1992. Dr. Ruth
Wong of Cal State LA helped us facilitate. Then, the next one was on the
University of San Diego campus. Professor Jack Tchen hosted one in New
York. Chinese Historical Society of America and San Francisco State with
Professor Lorraine Dong took it over.
MK: In October 2017, the next conference will be sponsored by the
Chinese Historical Society of America. San Francisco State’s Jonathan H.X.
Lee is the principal coordinator. CHSA is celebrating their 55th anniversary.
When I was president during the 10th Anniversary, I hoped to make the
Society an academic research center. Of course instead, the Board decided to
celebrate the 10th Anniversary with ten events. Evelyn Cucchiarella was the
VP of programs in 1985. The year included a tour to Hawaii, with a side
trip led by Leland Sun to Maui. Members James and Mary Loo, and John
and Barbara Ching were all from Hawaii.
Our first and classic field trip was Lang, and then up the Highway 4928
with John Yee. We went up to Marysville for the Bok Kai parade for a few
years. Paul Chace says he has gone up about eighteen consecutive times
27

28

Dr. Stanford Lyman (died 2003) is credited for teaching the first “Oriental in America”
course at UC Berkeley in 1957. His PhD dissertation at Berkeley was entitled “The
Structure of Chinese Society in Nineteenth-Century America”, submitted in 1961. In
1986, it was published as Chinatown and Little Tokyo: Power, Conflict, And Community
Among Chinese and Japanese Immigrants In America. An author of over two dozen books,
Lyman taught at several UCs, in Japan, in Canada, in Croatia, in China, and was
Professor of Social Sciences at Florida Atlantic University.
The Lang Station in the Santa Clarita Valley was the site of the connecting of the
Southern Pacific Railroad of Los Angeles and San Francisco. The golden spike was
driven here by Charles Crocker in September of 1876. In 1875, about 1500 Chinese
workers were brought in to bore the 7000-feet San Fernando Tunnel, the third longest
in the United States, leading to Lang Station. The Lang Station was adjacent to the
Lang Hotel, built by John Lang in 1871. State Route 49 is the north-south route
passing through many historical communities of California’s 1849 Gold Rush.
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since the first field trip. We marched in one of the parades in China Camp.
We followed the transcontinental railroad tracks.
SC: Those were the most fun of our activities. We discovered all these
sites and built camaraderie. We went to Hanford and had dinner made
by Richard Wing.29 We took a bus together with the San Diego Chinese
Historical Museum (SDCHM) to spend a weekend in Mexicali and discover
their Chinese Mexican heritage.
Another fun thing was the Lotus Festival. Helen Young [Charter
Members #22} and Ella Quan did much to establish the Lotus Festival.
It was so much fun. In the 1980s, it was a lot of sweat equity. We raised
about $800 per weekend although it took over thirty volunteers. We sold
pineapple slices. And we loved it. George Yee was part of the aikido group
performance and then George did massage for 50 cents (laughs) to raise
additional funds for the Society. Another fun thing was marching with
American flags at every Chinatown New Year Parade.
Critique and Assessment
SC: One of the greatest accomplishments of the CHSSC is the Chinese
American Museum (CAM). The idea started in CHSSC.
MK: The idea actually started with a special person, Jean Bruce Poole30,
of El Pueblo. She approached Jerry Shue and Paul (Louie) around 1980.
Jerry and Paul turned her down. We didn’t know what the government was
asking of us. We were also concerned that the Garnier Building wasn’t really
in Chinatown. That’s our ignorance, of course. It is in Old Chinatown. It
29
30

Chef Richard Wing was proprietor of Hanford’s Imperial Dynasty restaurant. His story
(including his work with General George Marshall)—and that of Chinese Americans in
Hanford is featured in Gum Saan Journal 2007.
Jean Bruce Poole was born in Scotland and a month after her 18th birthday, she
joined the Women’s Royal Naval Service (WREN). She was a plotter in Chatham and
Belgium, and was promoted to Leading Wren during World War II. She served as
Assistant Director of the California Historical Society before her appointment as Senior
Curator and then Historic Museum Director of El Pueblo de Los Angeles Historical
Monument between 1977 and her retirement in 2001. El Pueblo includes Avila Adobe,
Sepulveda House, Italian Hall, Pico House, Merced Theatre Firehouse, and the Garnier
Block. Poole is co-author of El Pueblo: The Historic Heart of Los Angeles (2002).
CHSSC’s Charter Member #19, Poole was honored by the Chinese American Museum
in 2009 amongst her many other civic and community awards.
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was during my 10th anniversary term that Poole approached us again. Of
course, we set up a joint committee to explore. I was chair with Dr. Tom
McDannold31, Ella Quan, Suellen, Paul Louie. Poole had enough influence
to extricate square footage in the Garnier Building without any challenges.
Jerry Smart, the City’s General Manager, acquiesced and planned and
allocated the initial 1500-square feet space in 1984–85. It is rent free. The
City provided but it also demanded an extension of the capacity of the
Society. Many in CHSSC still felt a serious and deep-seated, suspicion of
government, perhaps justified due to the history of Exclusion. After about
two or three years, it was Paul Louie again—and perhaps others—who
suggested the creation of a dedicated and separate nonprofit. Within the
by-laws of CAM, the CHSSC President or his/her designee will have a seat.
We coupled the two. Today, CAM is viewed as an example of a joint Citycommunity jewel.
SC: CHSSC had a couple of turning points. CAM was one of them. It was
a long, long intense debate. The vote was fairly even. Another turning point
was the purchase of the Bernard properties, the Chinatown Heritage and
Visitors Center at 411 and 415 Bernard.
MK: When Gene Moy was a student at Cal State Long Beach, he worked at
Long Beach’s house museum and that idea stuck with him. It was another
intense debate. There was concern that the Bernard property was not
historically Chinese owned and that it is really on the edge of Chinatown.
We were a mom-and-pop operation, and the property acquisition might
change everything. I knew that OCA (Organization of Chinese Americans)
had been dragged down by property issues in Washington, DC. I felt
strongly that nonprofits should not sink their money into real estate, but
should focus on their mission statement. I thought we could rent or lease
space instead.
SC: The reality is that CHSSC met the challenge. CHSSC purchased the
property and continues to fulfill their mission.
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Dr. Thomas A. McDannold is author of California's Chinese Heritage: A Legacy of Places
(2000), and Train Watching in the Tehachapi (2004).
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MK: Irvin Lai32 found an angel to pay off those properties in about four
years. In 1959, a young Irvin had also found way to pay off the C.A.C.A.
Los Angeles Lodge building. He solved a lot of CHSSC problems by
doing that.
SC: It was a healthy debate about owning property. Bottom line, we
survived. For forty years, we continue to work in committee format,
democratically. Despite the debates, we’ve moved on together. CHSSC
has remained open-minded. Tom McDannold was the first non-Chinese
president in 1991–92. I was very supportive of McDannold, even though
there were skeptics. I was the Vice President under Tom McDannold. He
had good plans, and I had a lot of respect for him. Tom McDannold was
followed by Sue Yee. It was Randy Bloch33 who focused on the Shrine,
another milestone in our history. We’ve had lots of Board members who
are non-Chinese. Ella Quan was our first woman president. Cy Wong was
president from 2002–2003, and he was part African American and Native
American from Louisiana. I’m proud that we are open-minded.
MK: We were one of the few groups that brought new peoples of diverse
backgrounds into Chinatown. We were somewhat successful. We can always
do better. We need youth to get into executive leadership in our Society, but
it is good that we have had many on the CHSSC Board.
We should be proud of our speaking out and working with the MTA
that led to the monuments created next to the Gold Line light rail stations.
We attribute a lot of that success to Irvin Lai, Susan Dickson, Daisy Ma,
and Supervisor Gloria Molina. Of course, it fed off our efforts to preserve
the Shrine at Evergreen Cemetery in Boyle Heights.
SC: That shows CHSSC as an important community organization in
the City.

32

33

Born in Locke, Irvin Lai is a Chinese American community leader, serving as National
Grand President of Chinese American Citizens Alliance in 1985. He served two terms
as CHSSC President from 1994–96, and 2000–2002. He was honored by CHSSC in
2010. Gum Saan Journal 2012 is dedicated to the many aspects of Irvin Lai’s life and
service.
Randall Bloch became involved in saving the Chinese Shrine at Evergreen Cemetery
in Los Angeles. He went on to serve as a staff member of CHSSC in the 1990s before
retiring to South Carolina.
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MK: Cultural and historic preservation is a measure of social justice. Our
history should be preserved, and it is our CHSSC job to tell that history. I
continue to care for social justice. I know that Paul Louie and Irvin Lai also
cared about this. This neighborhood and community need an educational
society. We have to have discourse, to learn, and to enjoy the stories of the
Chinese American experience. The Society has met this need for many years.
We have to assume an activist position too. I’m disappointed we haven’t
moved faster. We have to fight to have our history included. We now need
to take this national. But of course, we have to act local. For example, we
still need Los Angeles to recognize the 1871 Massacre site.
SC: There are still other roles for us to do. We need to do preservation.
But we have made it through forty years and that gives us impetus to
move forward. In the next forty years, there are more sites that need to be
preserved, more stories that need to be told. We cannot slow down. It is
a huge challenge. It is a civil rights issue. Only through collaboration can
we be the most efficient. If we ask others to include us, we have to include
others.
MK: If you are not visible, if you are not at the table, then you are not yet
fully equal Americans.
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Margaret “Margie” Lew
Our “Margie” was the first editor of the Society’s News N’ Notes and the first
editor of Society’s Gum Saan Journal. Margie (Charter Member #58) and her
husband, Albert Lew (Charter Member #92, 1924–2015), have been dedicated
members of the Chinese Historical Society of Southern California since its
inception in 1975. Margie volunteers with Grandparents And Books (GAB) at
the Chinatown Library, Alhambra School District, Alhambra Library, and San
Gabriel Presbyterian Church. Margie wrote this article in the summer of 2016.
The Beginning
My parents, Lam Shing Fan and Fok Shee, came separately from China
to the U.S. between 1919 and 1920 with my three older siblings, two
sisters and a brother. Prior to this, my father had been a college professor
in Canton and Hong Kong. As he was proficient in both the Chinese and
English languages, he was sponsored by the China Mail SS Company in his
capacity as Secretary. He had planned to work part-time and also further his
studies at U.C. Berkeley. Although I have a photo of my father in cap and
gown dated 1936, I have not been able to ascertain his field of study or the
university.
I was the first in my family to be born in the U.S. A year or so following
my parents’ arrival in San Francisco, I made my entrance, but not in the
usual manner or place. The doctor, Dr. Minnie Worley, was not able to get
to the house on time, so my father brought me into the world. Prior to
my birth, my mother’s health was in a very precarious condition. She felt
she would be unable to care for a newborn, in addition to her three other
young children. So my parents searched for someone else to be the primary
caretaker of the baby. They found a young widow, Chu Shee, age 30, a
person of good character. Chu Shee agreed that if she became incapacitated
at any time, the baby would be returned to the Lam family. All went well
until 1924, when Chu Shee died suddenly and unexpectedly. Immediately,
my father went to take back the child, now three years old. However, a
woman, Lok Moy, claimed that she was Chu Shee’s “sworn sister,” and that
she had the right to inherit all of her sister’s possessions—including me, the
child. Lok Moy was a woman of dubious reputation, and had connections
to certain menacing and sinister factions in San Francisco Chinatown. She
threatened to make trouble for my father, such trouble as could only happen
in those murky times. To help resolve this situation, my father asked the
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authorities for help. The Superior Court of the State of California stepped
in, and through some legal twists and turns of fate, I was not returned to my
father. In 1925, my birth family returned to China without me. I became
a ward of the Superior Court’s Juvenile Division, and was placed in the
Chinese Methodist Home34, where I stayed from ages 4 to 18.
Education
Directly across the street from the “Home,” was Chinatown’s only
grammar school—Commodore Stockton School, a segregated school. There
were no Chinese teachers at this time. The only Chinese staff person was the
principal’s secretary, as it was necessary to have someone interpret for the
students’ parents, many of whom spoke little or no English.
All the children from the Home attended Commodore Stockton—except
me. I attended Jean Park School in the North Beach Italian neighborhood.
Jean Parker had a special “sight-saving” class for children with poor eyesight.
All of the students in that class were from Chinatown. I was the second
Chinese girl to attend that school.
When I was ten or eleven years old, I decided I wanted to change my
name. I have been given the Chinese name, Hing Dong. Inevitably, I was
teased with “Hing Dong, Ding Dong.” Being a shy child, I didn’t know how
to retaliate to this teasing. I picked the name “Margaret,” and from then on,
I was Margie Hing Dong.
After grammar school, I attended Francisco Junior High, also a school
where Chinese students were allowed. The student body was mostly of
Chinese and Italian descent. There was some friction, but mostly we
students were compatible. There were two main choices for high school:
Galileo or Commerce. I chose Galileo because it was closer to the Home. I
graduated from Galileo in December of 1938, at the age of 17.
Decisions, Decisions, Decisions
I was now at a crossroad and had to make some decisions. Since I was
not yet 18, I was still a ward of the Superior Court and unable to leave
the Home. In those years, there were few employment opportunities for
Chinese, especially if you had no family for support. Fortunately, San
34

This is the same Washington Street residence for Chinese American girls where Emma
Woo Louie was raised.
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Francisco City College was just beginning to build its campus.35 Since I had
no adequate means of support, my best option was to further my education
as SFCC was tuition-free. Students had to travel to various locations for
classes as the campus was not yet completed. I attended classes for two years,
uncertain of what my future would be.
At age 18, I left the protection of the Court and the Home. The only
jobs I could find were working in private homes as a part-time housekeeper;
I would tidy up the house, cook, and clean up after dinner. While taking
three or four classes and working, I was living “from pillar to post.” Housing
was hard to find due to discrimination. I sometimes shared an apartment,
sometimes lived at the Chinese YWCA, and sometimes lived at Gum Moon.
The 1940–41 years brought a great change to the Home. The building
closed for renovations and re-opened as the Gum Moon Women’s
Residence, housing immigrants from China or women working various jobs
now open to them with the advent of World War II. Today, Gum Moon still
plays a vital part in the Chinatown community. Besides being a “home away
from home” for working women, it provides numerous types of professional
and volunteer services for children and adults.
In early 1942, I graduated from SFCC with my Associate of Arts
degree. By this time, many jobs in offices and businesses were available
to us Chinese Americans. I applied for a job with the Pacific Greyhound
Lines at the fabulous salary of $75 a month. Wow, I was so excited! Before
this, I never had so much as two $20 bills to rub together. I stayed with
Greyhound for five years, until 1947.
1944—Along Came Albert
During one of my stays at the Chinese YWCA, I asked the manager,
Mrs. Jane Lee, if I could work part-time in the evenings to supplement my
income. Luckily, there was an opening for Mondays through Fridays, 6–9
pm. I answered phone calls for the residents, and gave information about
the Y’s various programs. One balmy spring evening in March of 1944,
along came the man who would bring love and happiness to my life for the
next seventy years: Albert Lew, courtesy of the U.S. Navy.
35

City College of San Francisco was founded in 1935 with 1074 students, 74 faculty
members, and classes in 22 locations. Construction for the Ocean Avenue Campus
began in 1937, and partly opened in 1940.
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Al had come to inquire
about the Y’s Servicemen’s
Night in Chinatown,
scheduled for Thursday nights.
As the program would not
start until 7 pm, he offered to
stay and help me arrange the
loudspeaker system and the
chairs. And that’s how I met
the man who became the love
of my life.
All About Albert

■

■■■

Newlyweds Albert and Margie Lew
at the Kubla Khan Chinese Theater Restaurant,
“Gateway to Chinatown” at Bush and Grant
Avenue, San Francisco, on 30 September 1945.
Albert went back to his naval duties the next day.

Al was the first in his
family to be born in the U.S.
(Photo courtesy of Margie Lew.)
He was born in Los Angeles’
Old Chinatown at 749 ½ Alameda Street. His father, Lew Wah Tow,
was a partner with several Lew relatives at the Sun Wing Wo, a general
merchandise store located in the Garnier Building at 419-21 Los Angeles
Street.36 In 1929, when Al was five years old, the Depression caused many
businesses to flounder. His father decided to take the family back to their
home village, Sun Dai Gong. Here is where Al spent his childhood years,
with adventures in the nearby river and a not-too-distant jungle. His father
died in 1934, leaving his mother, Wong Shee, with five children and two
stepchildren to raise. By now, Japan was waging war with China. Al’s
mother decided that her oldest son should return to the land of his birth.

In 1937, on a “slow boat from China,” Al came back to the U.S.,
docking in San Pedro. He was thirteen, without his family, and not knowing
a word of English. He started doing daily chores at Sun Wing Wo to
earn his room and board; his sleeping quarters were above the store. He
attended school, struggling to learn the English language. Some time later,
a distant relative offered Al a job in San Francisco at a laundry owned by
his older sister and her husband. This was a very humdrum existence, with
no challenges and certainly no chance to improve his English skills. At age
36

By 1984, Garnier Building was the site of the Chinese American Museum with Albert
Lew as its valued and unique volunteer. The Museum has an exhibit of the Sun Win Wo
store where Albert had lived and worked. The merchandise store was open from 1891
through 1948.
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sixteen, with three years of schooling, he struck out on his own. He got
jobs as a houseboy and then delivering telegrams for Western Telegraph in
San Francisco’s Financial District. He heard that the Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) provided room and board while men got training in building
roads, fighting forest fires, and maintaining forests and parks. And, for Al,
it was an opportunity to improve his English skills in a new and challenging
environment.
Then came the attack on Pearl Harbor. As soon as he turned eighteen,
Al couldn’t wait to join the U.S. Navy. He signed for six years. His first
assignment was on the USS Raleigh, a light cruiser which was sent to the
Aleutian Islands. Raleigh returned in March of 1944 to be decommissioned
at the Vallejo Shipyard in San Francisco Bay. The ship’s crew was reassigned,
and Al went to the hospital ship, USS Bountiful, docked in San Francisco.
This is when Al and I met.
We had two or three fun-and-friendly dates, and decided to correspond
with each other. The Bountiful sailed three weeks later. Her tour of duty
was to the South Pacific area to take care of the wounded and dead military
personnel from the fiercest battles there: Iwo Jima, Saipan, Guadalcanal,
Tarawa, and the Philippines.
Al and I corresponded on a rather regular basis from March 1944 to
August of 1945. Then came V-J Day, 14 August 1945, and the war was
over! The Bountiful was already halfway home by then, and docked in San
Francisco on 21 August. Al and I reconnected in a most memorable way—
but that’s another story! After a few heart-to-heart discussions, we decided
to get married on 14 September. We had less than three weeks to do blood
tests (required at that time), to find a judge, to plan my wedding outfit, to
make reservations for Lake Tahoe and Los Angeles, where my sister lived.
Everything clicked like clockwork. The only hitch to our happiness was
at a travel agency. We were refused a hotel room at Lake Tahoe as we were
Chinese. We took a Greyhound bus to Lake Tahoe anyways, and found a
nice honeymoon cottage; it worked out much better.
The Bountiful sailed on 10 October for Pearl Harbor for peacetime
duties. Al and I corresponded regularly and those love letters will be
treasured forever.
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In September of 1946, the Bountiful was to be decommissioned in
Seattle. Some time earlier, Al requested that his last year in the Navy to
be shore duty. He was fortunate to be assigned to the Alameda Naval Air
Station across the bay from San Francisco. We were able to obtain Navy
housing a few miles from the base. By this time, our first daughter, Barbara
(Bobbi), was on her way. I left my job at Pacific Greyhound. In 1948,
Al’s Navy duty was finally over. He was ecstatic to chart his future for his
growing family. In a couple of years, this would include our son, Steven.
Life After the Navy
Although Al was happy to be out of the Navy, life was not easy for him
and other returning veterans. Jobs were scarce, even for those with better
education. Being Chinese was another deterrent. He worked at a few
Chinese-owned grocery stores, but that meant long hours with inadequate
wages. He decided to go into the soda fountain business. We eventually
sold the store due to long hours and low profits. Al even applied for an
apprentice job at a construction site, but he was informed that he could not
join the carpenters’ union because of his race. The apprentice job allowed
Al to discover his passion for construction work which would lead him to
carpentry. Eventually, a friend told Al that there were openings at the Trader
Vic’s Restaurant in Oakland and San Francisco for waiters. There was one
stipulation: after training, the applicant would have to move to Southern
California to the new Trader Vic’s being built at the Beverly Hilton Hotel in
Beverly Hills. Both the restaurant and the hotel were known to cater to the
rich and famous.
We moved to Los Angeles in July of 1955, the same month as the
opening of Disneyland. Looking for a place to live was still in question as
residential segregation was alive and well. I happened to spot a small ad in
the paper for an apartment that stated “Chinese welcomed,” so we made a
beeline for it and stayed there until Al built our family’s first home.
The House That Al Built
When Al was out at sea for months at a time, he started dreaming of
building a house for the family he would eventually have. This dream would
start being a reality when our family moved to Los Angeles. Al found a
vacant lot in an area that would welcome Chinese. Fate stepped in when
we both went to the L.A. City Hall to submit our building plans to the
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Building and Safety Department for approval. In the elevator, a sign read
“Clerk Typists Needed.” I applied immediately and after passing a written
test, a typing test, and an oral interview, the interviewer asked me if I could
start working the following week. Just like that! I couldn’t believe it! That
was in April of 1956—and after a few promotions, I retired as Chief Clerk
of Personnel in 1985.
Al’s building plans were eventually approved and a permit issued. By July
of 1956, he was digging the foundation by himself. For six days a week, his
routine was working at Trader Vic’s from 4 pm to midnight; sleeping to 7 or
8 am; and working on the house from 8 to 3 pm. We were able to move in
by October of 1958. What a proud and happy day for Al! He had worked
so hard to make his dream come true for the family he loved so much. We
lived there for forty years.

The house that Al built.
(Photo courtesy of Margie Lew.)

Soon after the house was completed, Al left Trader Vic’s. He wanted to
make changes in his career. He bought a hardware store in Eagle Rock, and
sold it after a couple of years. His love of carpentry and working with tools
led him to do some home remodeling. He then found a job with a shower
door company. I suggested that he apply for a job with the City of Los
Angeles as it provided good health and retirement benefits. He started as
Warehouseman, then got promoted to Carpenter—a job he enjoyed until
his retirement in 1987.
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Enter CHSSC and the Gum Saan Journal
When our children reached their early teens, our evenings were now free
for a little social life. Some friends wanted us to join them in a weekly dance
class in Chinatown. Our good friends, Stan and Dora Lau, were part of the
class.37 In early 1975, Stan mentioned that he and a few others were trying
to start a group that would focus on Chinese American history. That really
got my attention, as I knew so little about the history of our early Chinese
pioneers in the U.S. Eventually a meeting in November 1975 was held in
the basement of Cathay Bank with about twenty in attendance. What an
auspicious beginning!
It was decided that a monthly meeting would be a good start, and this
would mean a newsletter. Stan slyly asked me if I could help him with the
editing. It soon turned out that I ended up with the job lock, stock, and
barrel! Same thing happened with the Gum Saan Journal! Somehow I felt
that I had been railroaded into both projects. And this is during what I
jokingly refer to as the 1970s–80s B.C. era—before computers! Every article
had to be typed carefully. Errors meant white-out strips or worse yet, the
liquid version—ugh!
However, on looking back, I feel highly honored that I was entrusted
with this very important mission. I have always been extremely proud
of CHSSC and its many accomplishments. The leadership has been
outstanding, the members have been steadfast and loyal, and our donors
have been numerous and so generous.
The Torch Is Passed to Capable Hands
Today’s leadership is young, energetic, proficient, and forward-thinking.
Without a doubt, CHSSC will continue with its mission to pursue,
preserve, and communicate knowledge of Chinese American history for
future generations of all Americans. And, in doing so, the Society will
continue to be what President George Yee wrote in his introduction in that
first issue of Gum Saan Journal in 1977: BIG-----FAST-----BEST-----!!

37

Dora and Stan Lau were CHSSC Charter Members #5 and 6. Also in that dance class
were Stan (Charter Member #50) and Sylvia Mu. Stan Lau and Margie Lew were both
members of the Los Angeles Employees Asian American Association, established in
1972. Stan also encouraged Margie to edit that newsletter, Amerasian Voice.
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Eugene Wong Moy 梅元宇
One of the most knowledgeable individuals on local Chinese American history
is Eugene Wong Moy. By his own admission, he knew very little even about
Los Angeles Chinatown when he first
joined CHSSC in 1976. He is Charter
Member #54 and served as CHSSC
President in 1982–83, and again in
2011–2012. Moy has also served in
leadership positions with Friends of
the Chinese American Museum and
the Los Angeles Lodge of the Chinese
American Citizens Alliance. Moy speaks
Eugene Moy. on Chinese American history at many
academic and community venues, and
(CHSSC Collection.) can be found at the Chinatown Heritage
Center most Sunday afternoons. This
stalwart of CHSSC is married to Susan Fong Sing, another longtime CHSSC
supporter. Eugene is a retired urban planner, and Susan was faculty in the Art
Department at Glendale Community College. This is an edited transcript from
an interview conducted on 5 July 2016.
The Seventies
In 1974, I graduated from Cal State Long Beach with a degree in
geography and completed an urban studies certificate in 1976. While a
student, I started clerking for the Long Beach Public Library which led
me to working almost full time for the Library’s Historic Sites Division.
That agency managed two 19th century historic house museums which
are remnants of Rancho Los Cerritos and Rancho Los Alamitos, both
originally parts of Manuel Nieto’s 1784 land grant. I was assistant to the
history curator. Actually, there were only two staff members and a part-time
custodian. We did the research, the school tours, and the exhibits at these
historic house museums. Most of our volunteer docents were members of
Historical Society of Long Beach (HSLB). I became involved and served as
HSLB’s Program Chair as well as Vice President. I went to meetings of other
historic preservation groups such as the California Preservation Foundation,
the Conference of California Historical Societies, a startup Long Beach
preservation non-profit, and the budding Los Angeles Conservancy. I was
also involved in environmental and housing issues in Long Beach.
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I lived in Long Beach then. I had
grown up behind my father’s store in
South Los Angeles.38 At that time, there
were few Asians in our neighborhood. I
had very little knowledge of Chinatown
although I was born at the French
Hospital. When I was a boy, our
family would visit my grandfather
and his brothers in Chinatown. I
attended a couple of wedding banquets
in Chinatown. In fact, it was my
Caucasian roommate who had taken
an Asian American studies class at Cal
State Long Beach39 who encouraged
me to take a class too. I didn’t take
his advice, but I do remember events
on campus with Alan Furutani and
Warren Furutani.40

■

■■■

Two-year old Eugene helping Dad with
gardening at 107th Street.
(Photo courtesy of Gene Moy.)

I saw a notice in the Los Angeles Times about the establishment of a
historical society in Chinatown. I remember going to a meeting in the
basement of Cathay Bank. CHSSC’s old sign-in sheets show I attended the
July 1976 meeting. I attended subsequent meetings and have now been
involved with the Society for forty years. I became a Board member in
1978 and became president in 1982. I felt I could learn a lot about Chinese
American history and about myself. I felt a kinship with CHSSC leaders
like Stan Lau, Ella Yee Quan, and the Yee brothers. In fact, my mother was
also a Yee.
I was in my 20’s then, and I knew I would learn much from the
members of CHSSC. CHSSC had dedicated and energetic leadership. Stan
38
39
40

For more on Moy’s heritage and upbringing, see “Growing Up Chinese in Los Angeles:
Eugene Moy” in Bridging the Centuries, 2001, pp. 125–8.
Cal State Long Beach had one of the earliest Asian American studies programs in
Southern California. It began with a Fall 1969 class taught by Dan Kuramoto, band
leader for Hiroshima.
Alan Furutani is a jazz musician from the South Bay and his brother, Warren Furutani,
is a dynamic speaker of the Asian American movement. Warren later served as Los
Angeles Unified School District Board President and in the California Assembly
representing the 37th District.
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Lau was CHSSC’s first president, and I found him an articulate leader. He
worked as a chemist/engineer for DWP (Department of Water and Power),
but he had many interests. He didn’t fit the stereotype of a nerdy scientist or
engineer at all. He was interested in food and wine, and was instrumental in
CHSSC’s early Golden Wok cooking competitions. Stan Lau, Paul Louie,
and Ella Quan were all members of Council of Oriental Organizations41.
They were definitely leaders of the Asian American movement and very
much into social justice. Paul was a Presbyterian minister and community
activist who became a co-founder of CHSSC. Ella became volunteer office
manager. Gerald Shue, third president, was working at Cal Trans, and he
was a bit younger than those early leaders. I also met Don Loo in the 1970s;
he was working at UCLA. Bob Large and Jim Cummings were “train”
people, and they were on the CHSSC Board in the early days. I even met
my wife, Susan Sing.
From the beginning, CHSSC had interesting and meaningful projects.
I remember going on the Lang Station field trip; we even walked all the
way through the 1 ¼-mile San Fernando Tunnel—from the north entry
at the Saugus station in Newhall to the south entry near Highway 14, and
back. We went to Fiddletown and the Mother Lode country.42 Sometimes
we carpooled, and other times we rode the bus together. I remember
Chuck Yee in the front of the bus with his bullhorn. We visited with
Young Louis, a son of Ah Louis, in San Luis Obispo. Ah Louis was a labor
contractor and the owner of a general merchandise store in the pioneering
days. Ella Quan took us through her Chinatown in Santa Barbara., while
Roberta Greenwood43 showed her working Chinatown archaeological site
41

Established in 1968, Council of Oriental Organizations (COO) was one of the first
federations to bring together Asian American social service interests. In July 1968,
they coordinated a conference entitled “ACT I” (Asians Coming Together I), held on
the UCLA campus. Today, COO has evolved to A3PCON, Asian Pacific Policy and
Planning Council, that networks over 40 Southern California Asian American interest
organizations.
42 Fiddletown in Amador County of California had one of the largest Chinese settlements
in 1860. These small Mother Lode communities on the western slope of the Sierra
Nevada mountains, were founded in the Gold Rush era. Fiddletown is now a National
Historic landmark. That Mother Lode trip also included Placerville (Hangtown),
Wakamatsu, Columbia, and Locke.
43 Roberta S. Greenwood is a research associate with the Los Angeles County Museum
of Natural History and president of the consulting firm, Greenwood and Associates. A
cultural archeologist, Greenwood authored the award-winning Down by the Station, Los
Angeles Chinatown, 1880–1933 (1996).
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in Ventura. Dorothy and Tom Hom44 introduced us to historic San Diego
Chinatown, as well as Chinatowns in Tijuana and Mexicali.
CHSSC got into publications immediately. Margie Lew edited News N’
Notes and Gum Saan Journal. I remember News N’ Notes was typed on those
ditto carbons. The newsletter was rather folksy. Our first publication was
Linking Our Lives, a collaboration with UCLA’s Asian American Studies
Center. The Oral History Project, led by Munson Kwok and Suellen Cheng,
was quite substantial, with 165 pioneers interviewed, some more than
once. We collected 1500 photographs and archival memorabilia of Chinese
Americans who lived in Los Angeles before 1945. CHSSC really hit the
ground running. In the last few years, the primary editors of Gum Saan
Journal have been Susie Ling and Icy Smith45.
The Shrine and the Heritage Center
Emma Louie and others read an LA Times article about the dilapidated
Chinese ceremonial burners at Evergreen Cemetery in Boyle Heights.
I didn’t even know of their existence. CHSSC realized that they had to
get into historic preservation. The owners were reluctant to sell, but we
promoted the site by applying for a Cultural Heritage designation. Randy
Bloch was a paralegal working at Western Center on Law and Poverty; he
also volunteered for the Los Angeles Conservancy. He later became a staff
person for CHSSC. He was a good writer and applied for a grant from Los
Angeles City. On 31 August 1990, Los Angeles City Council—acting on
the recommendation of its Cultural Heritage Commission—designated

44

45

Tom and Dorothy Hom were instrumental in the founding and development of our
sister organization, the Chinese Historical Society of San Diego and Baja California.
Born in Hawaii, Dorothy (1932–1999) was inducted into San Diego’s Women’s Hall
of Fame for her dedication to many organizations in her community. Tom Hom was
one of twelve children to a Chinese immigrant who came to San Diego in 1909 with
16 cents in his pocket. Tom Hom is the first non-White to serve on San Diego City
Council and was elected to the California State Assembly in 1968. His memoir is
entitled Rabbit on a Bumpy Road (2014).
Born in Taiwan and raised in the Philippines, Susie Ling teaches Asian American studies
and history at Pasadena City College. Icy Smith is founder of East West Discovery Press,
an independent publisher and distributor of multicultural and bilingual books. Smith
authored The Lonely Queue: The Forgotten History of the Courageous Chinese Americans in
Los Angeles (2000) and Mei Ling in China City (2008).
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the Chinese Memorial Shrine as Historic/Cultural Monument No. 486.46
In 1992, we bought the Shrine and 42 plots around it for $14,000 and
rehabilitated it. Irvin Lai was our contractor. Through grant funds and
individual donations, we preserved a part of our history that needed to be
protected. It is the oldest known structural evidence of Chinese presence in
Los Angeles as it is dated September 1888.
I remember driving by 411 and 415 Bernard Street and seeing these “For
Sale” signs. I immediately stopped. It was perfect for CHSSC. These were
two small Victorian houses on the edge of Chinatown. One house was built
in 1886 and the other in 1888 by Philip Fritz, a French immigrant and
construction foreman for Southern Pacific Railroad’s Bridges and Buildings
Department. His granddaughter, Louise M. (Fritz) Whiting was born in
this house and lived in it for about 100 years. After her passing, the estate
was selling. It even had parking. Since 1977, I was working professionally in
municipal redevelopment and planning. I knew how to structure a sellerfinanced mortgage.
Prior to that, we were paying nominal rent for 1½ rooms on top
of Phoenix Bakery. Ella Quan knew Ken Chan47 from working at the
Chinatown Chamber of Commerce. When Phoenix Bakery built a bigger
space in Lincoln Heights, the Chans let us have an office at their Broadway
location. We used to have Board meetings at Paul and Emma Louie’s house
in Silver Lake48, as well as other members’ houses in Ladera Heights or Santa
Monica. A lot of our archives were in Paul Louie’s basement and Munson
and Suellen Kwok’s garage. At some point, Paul and Emma decided to
move. I felt we needed our own property. We had a debate on
46

See Randall Bloch’s “The Nineteenth Century Los Angeles Chinese Cemetery Shrine”
in Gum Saan Journal, December 1995, pp. 38–40. Also his “The 19th Century Chinese
Memorial Shrine Restoration” in Bridging the Centuries, 2001, pp. 178–9.
47 Kenneth Chan is the son of Fung Chow Chan who founded Phoenix Bakery with
his wife, Wai Hing, in 1938 at 969 N. Broadway. Frustrated with limitations on his
business opportunities, F. Chow Chan and others also founded Cathay Bank in 1962
and East-West Bank in 1972. Kenneth Chan has worked for Phoenix Bakery and EastWest Bank. He served in leadership for the Chinese Chamber of Commerce and was
president of the Chinese Historical Society of Southern California from 2004–2006 and
again from 2007–2009.
48 Earlier Board meetings were held at Hong Kong Low Restaurant. “Founding of the
Chinese Historical Society of Southern California, November 1, 1975,” in Gum Saan
Journal, June 1993, p. 2.
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this matter. The acquisition was authorized, though not unanimously, at a
general membership meeting in April of 1994.
We put $18,000 (5%) down on the $375,000 property. We closed
escrow in December of 1995. We immediately threw the doors open
so people could visit and envision what would become the Chinatown
Heritage and Visitors Center. We established a Heritage Center Committee
and architect Barton Choy did the sketch for our marketing brochure. In
1994, we elected Irvin Lai49 to be CHSSC president because we needed
someone with his charisma and background to do fundraising. At first,
we were getting many small donations, and a few bigger ones of $1000 to
$2500. I remember Doreen Chan Nakayama even did a holiday boutique at
the House to raise some funds.
Then magic happened. Dr. Wing Mar50 came in with his enthusiasm
and experience. Wing had done successful fundraising for the Torrance–
South Bay YMCA and other charitable efforts. He really had a way. We got
a $100,000 challenge grant from L. P. Leung, who was also Margie Lew’s
son-in-law. We got ten commitments of $10,000 or more and, seven years
after we got the mortgage, we had a party to burn the loan note. That was
in 2002.
The Bernard Street property has given us presence. We have been able
to attract a lot of visitors and grow as a Society. The property expands our
space and our networking abilities. Just about every day, we have people
coming in with inquiries and stories. They all contribute to our knowledge
and understanding of Chinese American history. My favorite times were
when the World War II veterans would come in while Marji Lee51 was
49

50

51

Born in Locke, Irvin Lai was an entrepreneur, civil rights activist, and leader of the
Chinatown community. He was active with the Chinese American Citizens Alliance,
Chinese Chamber of Commerce, and served as CHSSC president from 1994–1996 and
2000–2002. Gum Saan Journal 2012 is dedicated to the many facets of Lai’s life from
serving in the military, working on the Vincent Chin case, to leading the charge for the
Roast Duck Bill in 1982.
Born in China, raised in Stockton, and a World War II vet, Wing Mar (Charter
Member #30) graduated from Stritch School of Medicine at Loyola University in
Chicago. His wife, Joyce Mar, is Charter Member #31. She was born in Berkeley and
traces her great grandfather’s arrival to California to 1854. Dr. Wing and Joyce Mar
have been important leaders of the Chinese Historical Society and the Portraits of
Pride project.
Marjorie Lee has also been a CHSSC member for many decades. She is Librarian
at UCLA Asian American Studies Center. She earned her BA in East Asian Studies,
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working on Duty and Honor; their life experiences and common sense
wisdom were an inspiration.
We did walking tours. When the City of Los Angeles was celebrating
its bicentennial in 1981, our contribution was to do walking tours of
Chinatown. Dr. Charles Wong52 was the first Project Director. Because so
many of our members were educators, we used to do many tours for school
children, many from inner city schools. I remember taking them to the
kitchen of Queens Bakery where the workers—all Latino—would speak
to the children in Spanish. Just last week, I did a tour for the Friends of
Whittier Library group.
We had interns even while at the Phoenix Bakery office. But at the
Heritage Center, the number of volunteers has increased. Ella Quan was
always the office manager, the mother hen. When William Gow and Jenny
Cho53 got two California Council for the Humanities (CCH) grants, they
brought in young interns. A man from the neighborhood, Victor Nicassio,
who was of half Croatian and half Italian descent, would come in to do
gardening for us. Ben Nakayama brought his Boy Scout Troop to help redo
the parking lot and paint. Cy Wong could paint wearing his dress pants,
and not get a drop on him. We invested in staff by the 1990s. We now have
three part-time staff members: Fenton Fong Eng, Vincent Huynh, and
Marian Chew.
The Chinese Family History group, that is independent from us, started
using our space for their monthly meetings, though they got so popular that
they moved to a larger space. Los Angeles Chinese Drum and Bugle Corps

52
53

her MA in Asian American studies, and her 2nd MA in Library and Information
Management all from UCLA. Marji was honored with LAUC-LA 2009 Librarian of the
Year award. She was also awarded a Golden Spike in 2014.
Charter Member #26, Dr. Charles Choy Wong has a sociology PhD from UCLA, and
has taught university courses.
William Gow and Jenny Cho both served on the CHSSC Board. They both have MA
degrees in Asian American studies from UCLA. William Gow founded and directed
the Chinatown Remembered project, which trained high school and college age youth
to document the history of Chinatown through digital video. Will taught at a public
high school as well as UCLA, and is presently a PhD candidate at UC Berkeley. Jenny
Cho directed, and co-produced with Gow, Revisiting East Adams, a documentary film
completed in 2004. Cho—who is the author of Chinatown in Los Angeles (2009),
Chinatown and China City (2011), and Chinese in Hollywood (2013)—completed
another MA in film/photography at U.S.C., and is currently working in film postproduction.
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also meet at the Heritage Center as they plan a major exhibit. There is even
a Youth for Chinese American History group.
We needed an Archival Center. Robert Nash’s collection on fisheries
was in Paul Louie’s basement. Dr. Bill Chun-Hoon got a call from LAUSD
that they were cleaning out the headquarters. If we didn’t save the files for
the Asian American Education Commission54, they would have ended up
in the garbage maybe. We had 400 tapes from our oral history project of
165 persons. And then as the MTA was building the Red Line tunnels,
and there were so many archeological artifacts from Old Chinatown.55 In
2001, Randy Bloch wrote two grants to the National Endowment for the
Arts. The first was for an archival building with insulated walls—on what
was our garage. Architect Al Der helped us with the design. The second
part of the grant was to organize and inventory our collections. There were
even Chinese music phonograph records from Harry Okita. This inventory
has been organized and digitized with help from Susie Ling and is available
to researchers. Linda Bentz56 used the Robert Nash collection, and Dr.
Haiming Liu57 published partly from Sam Chang’s records.
The Chinatown Heritage and Visitors Center has a library, a resource
center focused on Chinese American studies. The library facility has been
enhanced with donations from Hoover and Ruby Ling Louie and from
Israel and Nadine Soo Hoo Levy. We have continued our publications
steadily. Dr. Wing Mar and L. P. Leung embarked on the two volumes of
Portraits of Pride (2004 and 2012) projects. We’ve distributed some 15,000
54

In 1970, LAUSD established an Asian American Education Task Force to address
growing concerns of parents, teachers, and students. An Asian Pacific American
Education Commission was established in 1971, modeled after the Black and Mexican
American Education Commissions. For more information, see Dr. William ChunHoon’s “Asian Pacific American Education Commission, 1971–1998,” in Bridging the
Centuries, pp. 188–193.
55 See works by Roberta Greenwood including “Rediscovering Old Chinatowns,” in
Gum Saan Journal, December 1995, pp. 41–43, and Down by the Station: Los Angeles
Chinatown, 1880–1993 (Los Angeles: Cotsen Institute of Archaeology Press, 1996).
56 Linda Bentz, M.A., has published on Chinese fisheries and Chinese in Ventura. She is
historian of the Ventura County Chinese American Association and a current member
of the CHSSC board of directors.
57 Dr. Haiming Liu received his doctorate in history from UC Irvine in 1994. His book,
The Transnational History of a Chinese Family: Immigrant Letters, Family Business, and
Reverse Migration, drew from the Sam Chang Collection and was published in 2005. He
is currently the Asian and Asian American studies faculty in the Ethnic and Women’s
Studies Department at Cal Poly Pomona.
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volumes mostly to schools and public libraries. The books document some
of the achievements of Chinese American scientists, educators, athletes, and
those from different walks of life. It was an incredible effort.
Assessment
CHSSC has a good reputation, and we have formed good relationships.
We have a partner across town in the Chinese American Museum. We
also have built special relationships with the Chinese American Citizens
Alliance, Castelar Elementary School, and Friends of Chinatown Library.
We’ve partnered on many projects of shared interest.
What’s for the future? We need more space, more archival facilities and
perhaps, professional archival staff. Just yesterday, a friend showed me a
photograph of the American Legion [in Chinatown]. Of course we need to
find a good home for this and other treasures. CHSSC also needs another
capital campaign. We are still a young organization. We still have work
to do.
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Donald Loo 盧梓輝
Dr. Donald Loo was president of CHSSC between 2014 and 2016, vice
president between 1992 and 1994, and has been on its Board of Directors
intermittently since 1983. Don is a research physiologist at UCLA’s David
Geffen School of Medicine. Dr. Loo’s research is on molecular physiology and
biophysics. This is excerpted from an interview held on 15 August 2016.
Roots in Hoiping and Canada
I was born in Hoiping (Kaiping)58 of the four counties of the Pearl River
Delta in southern Guangdong. I had a very long route to North America.
I’m also third and fourth generation
North American. My maternal
great-grandfather was in New
York City. His son also came over
to work when he was a teenager,
eventually owning a restaurant
in Lower Manhattan. When my
grandfather got old enough, he
went back to his village to marry
my grandmother, and they had my
mother. Later, this grandmother
lived with us in Vancouver. My
grandfather had a second wife,
a Caucasian woman, in New
York in the late 1920s. This stepgrandmother did not want my
grandfather to have direct relations
Donald Loo at three in front of his family
home in Hoiping.
with us. Correspondence between
my grandfather and his Chinese
(Photo courtesy of Don Loo.)
family were mediated by a distant
relative who lived in New York’s Chinatown.
My paternal grandfather was in Canada between around 1905 and 1930.
He was in Lethbridge, Alberta, which is 200 kilometers southeast of

58

Hoiping is Kaiping 開平 in Mandarin. The other three districts in Sze Yup or Siyi 四邑
are Xinhui 新會, Taishan 台山, and Enping 恩平.
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Calgary.59 He and his brother operated a Chinese restaurant named “New
York Cafe” near the railroad station. His brother had immigrated to Canada
earlier and had won a lottery, and that’s how he was able to pay the head tax
for my grandfather.
My paternal grandmother remained in China. Every few years, my
grandfather returned to Hoiping and consequently his three sons are
nearly ten years apart in age. When my grandfather returned permanently
to China during the Depression in 1930, he bought land and built a nice
two-story house in the village of Hang Mei, not too far from Kaiping City.
The nearest market towns are Chikanzhen 赤坎镇 and Baihezhen 百合
镇. I was born in that house. My grandfather also bought some commercial
buildings in the city of Guangzhou, and his brother bought some residential
properties.
My father was the youngest of the three sons born in Hoiping (Kaiping).
He was part of the first wave of Chinese immigrants that the Canadian
government allowed after the exclusion era from 1923–1947, where no
Chinese were allowed to immigrate to Canada. My father—Wing Chuck—
came as the paper son of his eldest brother, Wing Foon. This eldest brother
had immigrated to work with their father in the 1920s; my uncle came to
Canada when he was around fourteen years old.
My father graduated from a teachers’ college in China, but he never had
opportunity to teach. Our family had education roots as my grandfather
was the teacher in our village before he immigrated to Canada. In
Vancouver, my father worked for his oldest brother in South Van Produce
on the corner of Denman and Comox Streets, near the entrance to
Vancouver’s Stanley Park. My uncle had bought the business in the 1940s.
My father was a loyal person and continued to work for his brother. My
father was an extraordinarily kind person. When he passed away four
years ago, my mother said, “In all the years we were married, he never said
59

In the early 1900s, Lethbridge's Chinatown had about 100 residents with six laundries,
four grocers, and two restaurants in a district known as “Segregated Area” between First
and Third Avenues. Chinese pioneers migrated to such urban areas after the completion
of the Canadian Pacific Railway in 1885. There were also some early Japanese
immigrants who were in the mining and then farming industries in Lethbridge. In
2006, Chinese composed of 1.2% of the 75,000 residents of Lethbridge. By the 2011
census, residents of Chinese descent are about 6% of Calgary, 17% of Metro Vancouver
in British Columbia, and 4.0% of Canada. Sources: Wikipedia on “Chinatown,
Lethbridge,” and “Lethbridge” from asia-canada.ca, accessed 15 August 2016.
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anything unkind to me.”
That’s amazing.
Shortly after I was born,
China became communist.
In our village, we were the
wealthiest family, and we
were labeled as landlords.
When I was three or four
years old, I was beaten by the
other children. I was shoved
Wing Chuck Loo in front of the South Van Market
so hard by the kids that I
in Vancouver in early 1950s.
cracked my skull. I almost
(Photo courtesy of Don Loo.)
died. My father was already
in Canada. My parents were afraid I would not survive this purging of the
bourgeois. When I was five, I was sent by myself to the city of Guangzhou
to live with my middle uncle, Wing Dat. This second uncle was in college
studying pre-med when the Japanese attacked China. He dropped out to
enroll in the Whampao Military Academy. He was a war hero fighting the
Japanese and became a major in the Republic Army. After the Communists
won the civil war against the Republic Army, he had gone to Taiwan, but
he didn’t like it. He returned to Guangzhou. I lived in Guangzhou for two
years and attended kindergarten and the first grade there. I remember all the
buildings along the banks of the Pearl River had been bombed. My mother
was in the village, and my father was in Canada.
My mother kept applying for us to leave China and join my father.
My parents made up some story that my father was coming back from
Canada to visit Hong Kong; my mother and I applied for visitors’ permit
to Hong Kong to see him. Guangzhou rejected the application, but our
village approved. My mother and I escaped. They closed the border just as
we arrived! We were detained for one day. We were able to cross before the
permanent closing in 1953.
I have never returned to China. The Loo genealogy book for Enping and
Hoiping says that I’m the 18th generation descended from a high-ranking
government official sent from Shanxi during the Ming (1364–1644)
dynasty to defend the South China Sea from pirates. Genealogical records
in Shanxi showed a 10th descendent of the legendary Red Emperor (in pre-
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dynasty era, around or before 2600 BCE) changed his name from Liu to
Loo.
My mother and I lived in Hong Kong for nearly four years. In 1957,
when I was ten years old, we finally immigrated to Vancouver. My mother
was a tough lady; our path was not easy. My parents had a younger son born
in Vancouver; my brother is fourteen years younger than me.
I have a funny side story about our CHSSC charter member #3, Johnny
Yee. During World War II, Johnny was in Vancouver with the Merchant
Marines. He remembers going to this store on Robson Street where the
owner had two beautiful daughters, Lily and Anne Wong. Johnny had a
huge crush on these two girls (laughs). Well, Anne married my Uncle Wing
Foon and became my aunt. Anne and Uncle Wing Foon’s eldest daughter,
Linda, was the same age as me, and we grew up together. Linda Ann Loo is
now a justice on the British Columbia Supreme Court.
In the 1950–70s, being Chinese Canadian in Vancouver was about
stores, restaurants, laundries, and labor jobs. Throughout high school,
I worked for my uncle in South Van Produce on Saturdays. During
summer breaks in college, I worked as a waiter in a Chinese restaurant
in Chinatown, as a shipper in a wholesale produce warehouse, and I also
worked in a cannery unloading salmon from fishing boats. I saw that you
have to assimilate. Jobs with Chinese employers were low pay with little
future. I used to read and write Chinese; I loved all those martial arts novels.
But when I entered high school, I majored in English and Latin, and I lost
my ability to read Chinese. My best friends then didn’t know I was born
in China. After high school, I told my father I wanted to major in Greek
in college; he thought I was nuts (laughs). After I left Vancouver to come
to Los Angeles, my father threw away all my Chinese novels. In college,
I learned Russian as my foreign language requirement (for the PhD in
mathematics). It was the era of the Cold War. I really lived through a lot
of history.
Life in Los Angeles
I went to UBC—University of British Columbia in Vancouver—
for all my education: BSc, MSc, and PhD. I majored in mathematics
and completed my dissertation in 1978. I had been encouraged to do
my graduate work at Princeton, but at the time, there was fear of the
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Vietnam draft. About a year shy of completion of my dissertation in
pure mathematics, I decided that I didn’t want to be a pure mathematics
professor, and I got interested in medical research of the brain. I started
taking classes in physiology, neuroscience and electrical engineering as
I had already finished the required mathematics course work. For my
dissertation, I focused on biophysics. Today, the major would be biophysics
or biomedical engineering, but at that time, there was no such academic
department at the university. The Math Department compromised and
considered offering me a PhD degree in electrical engineering. Ultimately,
the PhD was in mathematics, the specialty was Interdisciplinary Studies
(Applied Mathematics and Statistics, and Physiology).
My parents didn’t attend any of my graduations. They didn’t know what
I was doing, and they were busy working. They knew I was a very good
student. My family valued pure learning, not the diploma or the report
cards. I had a great support system.
I was planning for a post-doc in Cambridge (England), but the professor
got called to serve in the House of Lords and closed his lab! I accepted
an offer from West Germany’s Dr. Robert Stämpfli at the University of
Saarland. Stämpfli was one of the most famous physiologists in Europe.
I had even registered in a language institute in Germany to take language
courses. But then Dr. Jared Diamond at UCLA offered me a position in his
lab in the Department of Physiology. He said I could do whatever research I
wanted. With regret, I declined the position in West Germany and came to
Los Angeles.
Dr. Diamond was hired by UCLA’s Medical School as a professor in
physiology. After his Pulitzer winning book, Germs, Guns, and Steel60, Dr.
Diamond took an appointment with the UCLA Department of Geography,
now developing his interest in environmental history.
I worked with Jared Diamond for five years. Our project was technically
very challenging. After three years, I told Jared it was a failure because I
did not have a publication. He said it was his failure too, and he moved
from looking at the minutiae and excess technicality of biophysics to the
big picture and evolutionary biology. Our collaboration was eventually
60

Diamond’s 1997 well-acclaimed bestseller is a multidisciplinary attempt to understand
all of human history since the Ice Age. Diamond is also the author of several other
critical books and considered one of the most influential intellectuals of recent times.
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successful with the publication of three papers, one in the journal, Science.
But my apparent failure at the time led him to eventually write that book
and win a Pulitzer Prize (laughs). He is a gifted writer; he would gather
thoughts in his head and write his first draft in perfect prose. One of my
proudest moments is when Dr. Diamond said I was a good writer too
(laughs).
Jared Diamond’s friend and colleague in the Physiology Department
had a Chinese American girlfriend. This woman decided to set me up with
a “nice girl”—a Chinese American graduate student also at UCLA. For
our first date, she was to take me to a Chinese Historical Society meeting.
But my date had to cancel so I decided to go by myself to Castelar for the
Wednesday program.
I always was interested in Chinese Canadian identity and history.
CHSSC befriended me, and I liked having friends outside of my science
circle. Perhaps I need balance from my science world. I like history.
CHSSC has been like a second family to me as members share comparable
experiences and similar values. CHSSC’s Gene Moy even has a large family
in Calgary, near where my grandfather started. I never left CHSSC.
The goal of CHSSC is education. We do research and share with others
the history of the Chinese in America. History helps us to understand
ourselves better. It helps me understand the forces that govern my own life.
My family tree mirrors that of other Chinese Americans; families were often
separated. In some ways, I may also be channeling Jared Diamond with our
training in micro research but macro interest in evolutionary history.
As an academician, I’m very proud of CHSSC’s publications. We help
people tell their stories, and that is priceless. Some people have passed away,
but we’ve captured some of their life experiences on paper and film. For
example, the original Oral History Project was captured in Linking Our
Lives. I was the chair of the book committee for CHSSC’s Sweet Bamboo,
the biography of Louise Leung Larson.
I can’t say there were any momentous moments in CHSSC history. A
lot of programs have unknown impact. They are all important and part of
a continuum. Our Archival Center, the Shrine, the Heritage Center, and
CAM (Chinese American Museum) are physical manifestations of our
efforts. I remember when our CHSSC Board debated the formation of the
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Museum as a separate entity. Some of the Society’s interests overlap with
those of the Chinese American Museum. The advantage of our Society is
we are a grassroots organization. Of course, we should encourage closer ties
between these two sister organizations.
The Society’s main weakness is our need to constantly worry about
financial health. We don’t have income-generating capabilities. In
comparison, C.A.C.A. owns rental properties in San Francisco; the Chinese
American Museum aims for corporate sponsors. The Society used to
have Board meetings at Paul and Emma Louie’s home, at Kipham Kan’s
apartment, at Angi Ma Wong’s home, and elsewhere. Upon acquiring the
Heritage Center, our expenses have increased several orders of magnitude.
Our annual fundraising dinners help us survive. But these days, we have
been luckily and unluckily dependent on memorial donations from wellloved members. This is not sustainable. The Society is more abstract than
the Chinese American Library; the Library gets a lot of donations for their
scholarships.

Dr. Donald Loo at Bernard Street in 2016.
(CHSSC Collection.)
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The Society’s main focus has been the pre-1965 period. But we really
need to focus on the majority of the current Chinese American population:
those who came in the post-1965 era. The story keeps evolving. We are fifty
years from 1967! We cannot be jaded by our own age or experience. The
Society needs to maintain relevance especially for the next generation.
I heard someone say that the Society meetings are old people talking
about the past. I want the Society to also be about young people talking
about the future. That’s the challenge. The Society needs to help us
use history to bring awareness to bring forth change. I’ve worked with
some of the biggest names in my business. Every one of them has a deep
appreciation of history. It is when you understand the history of the field
that you know its key problems, and you are better able to impact by
focusing on the needs. If you don’t have a sense of history, you don’t really
get it.
I’m a scientist. In science, it is about sharing. “Science” comes from the
Latin root “scire,” meaning “to learn, to know.” That’s my philosophy in
life. CHSSC also has this philosophy; we want to share our findings and
encourage others to learn and to know.
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Susan Dickson
Susan Dickson has had many roles with CHSSC since the 1990s, including
President from 1998–2000 and 2012–2014. She has edited Gum Saan
Journal and other Society
publications. For the past
25 years, she has been
active with the Board of
Friends of Chinatown
Library. Currently, Susan
is a National Executive on
the National Board of the
Chinese American Citizens
Alliance (C.A.C.A). Susan
was a well-respected teacher
at Chinatown’s Castelar
Elementary from 1981
Susan Dickson with her students at 415 Bernard
Street to celebrate the transference of thousands of
through 2015. This is based
artifacts to CHSSC in 1995.
on an interview of 25 July
(Photo courtesy of Susan Dickson.)
2016.
Tennessee to Chinatown
I came to Los Angeles in August of 1976. I was born in Oak Ridge,
Tennessee. My dad was from Columbus, Ohio where he earned an
engineering degree from Ohio State. When he graduated, the War had
started, and he went to the Oak Ridge National Lab (ORNL) to work
on the Manhattan Project. My mother was from the rural hills of central
Tennessee, just south of the Kentucky border. It is drop dead gorgeous in
that part of the country. I graduated from the University of Tennessee in
Knoxville and taught second grade for three years in Kingston, Tennessee. I
came to LA with my ex-husband for him to pursue graduate school. Neither
one of us thought we would stay in California.
I first worked in various offices because Tennessee and California did not
have a reciprocal teaching credential agreement. After four years of office
work, I decided to take classes to get my California teaching credential.
By January of 1981, I had interviewed with Los Angeles Unified School
District (LAUSD) and, just by luck, was sent to Castelar Elementary, which
is in Chinatown. I was sent with another Caucasian teacher because Castelar
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had too many minority
teachers, and I am White. The
principal, Dr. Bill Chun-Hoon,
was amazing with the teachers,
students, and the community.
In my high school in
Tennessee, there were about
1000 students with seven or
eight Blacks and no Latinos
nor Asians. At the University
of Tennessee in the late 1960s,
there were some Asians, but
they concentrated in the
sciences and math—and I
Susan (right) and sisters Betsy and Karen model
was not part of that group.
new Easter outfits in front of their home in
Knoxville, Tennessee, in 1960.
So working at Castelar was an
eye-opener. For many years,
(Photo courtesy of Susan Dickson.)
Castelar School was about
50% Chinese, 25% Southeast Asian, and 25% Latino. In my early years, if
there were African American children, they were most likely multiracial. As
I was the new teacher, I had a third-fourth grade split class the first year. My
classroom, which was on the second floor, had just a thin barrier to the next
classroom. Only two weeks into the job, a grandmother came to see me; she
only spoke Cantonese. Fortunately, the other teacher saw this and came to
help translate. The grandmother complained that while she had been looking
for her grandson after school, one of my students told her, “He’s dead.”
The grandmother insisted that as the teacher, I should reprimand this boy
for saying something that would bring such bad luck during the season of
Chinese New Year. I was confounded. I didn’t know anything about Chinese
tradition. I had never even known a student who wasn’t born in the United
States. This incident was a wake-up call for me.
After three years on a year-round school schedule, Castelar returned to
a traditional schedule. I began teaching fourth grade with Mae Hom, who
taught the limited English-speaking Chinese students. Mae loved Chinese
traditions, Chinese foods, and Chinese culture. I would learn about the
details of Chinese tradition through my friendship with Mae as well as
through daily school experiences. I remember the farewell banquet at Hop
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Li Restaurant for our Vice Principal, Ella Quan. They served squid, and it
was a kind of a joke. Apparently, in Chinese tradition, if you were served
fried squid when you were eating with your boss, it is saying “You’re fired”.61
I liked learning all these tidbits, and they piled up in my memory banks.
In 1990, I accompanied Mae Hom on a Chinese tour to visit Malaysia,
Singapore, and Thailand so everything was in Chinese. Five years later, Mae
and I toured China.
Teaching at Castelar was very rewarding and challenging. The first year,
I had one student who only spoke Mandarin and, in those days, few others
spoke Mandarin. This fourth grader was learning English and Cantonese at
the same time, as well as Mandarin after school at the Chinese school next
to Castelar. He was very bright, but he was quite a rascal. When he was just
about ready to graduate from high school, he came back to see me and he
said, “I wanted to see you again when I could talk to you.” Later, I found
out he was a high school ping pong champion. Fourth and fifth graders
are especially wonderful as you can have a relationship with them. I was
recently with C.A.C.A. at a fancy gala in Washington D.C. where a student
from the past recognized me and gave me a big hug. Later, in my career,
I have even had parents hug me. Chinatown has been a community that
valued education and supported the teachers.
Because we were an inner city school, there were a lot of opportunities
for Castelar teachers and students. In those days, Castelar was identified
as a “RIM”—Racially Isolated Minority—school. We had a ratio of about
27 students to one teacher. At first, I had an aide all day long. When there
were cutbacks, I still had an aide for three hours per day for the next ten
years. Despite the fact that I have a Masters Degree in Reading, I needed
the aide to help teach limited English students. I always volunteered for any
new supplemental program. In the early 90s, I joined a Title VII program
in which teachers would develop curriculum to motivate second language
learners. The Title VII grant funded outside educational opportunities for
me: the CLEO Project at UC Berkeley; the Colonial Williamsburg Teachers
Institute; and the USC Writing Project. In 1997 and 1999, my class
participated in a year-long Museum Classroom Project with the Autry

61

In China, employers provided beds for their workers, but not the bed clothes. When
workers were fired, they would roll up their own bedding to depart. As fried squid 炒魷
魚 rolls up, it became a symbol for job dismissal.
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Museum. In order to create an exhibit about their families at the Museum,
we encouraged students to collect family stories with tape recorders. There
was one student that got his Cambodian mother to talk about her refugee
experiences. This powerful tape became part of the Museum exhibit. I had
a personal chant, “I have a class, and we will travel.” In 2000, my class was
invited to sing at the Chinese New Year celebration at the Autry Museum.
Later that year, I took a class to the Biltmore Hotel to perform for a
Volunteers of America luncheon; that class could really sing. My kids did a
dragon dance with Jeff Chan’s Immortals for the opening of the Broadway
Bridge at the edge of Chinatown. As part of a “Save Our History” contest,
I partnered with the Chinese American Museum to have an exhibit there.
Since our project was one of thirty winners nationwide, two students, the
principal, Cheuk Choi, and I were invited to go to Washington, DC for
four days. The parents were always thrilled with special activities. In my
days, Castelar would always have student performances for Christmas,
Chinese New Year, and Cinco de Mayo (later, Spring Dance).
During my many years at Castelar, I started to know families and their
connections. Chinatown is fairly self-contained with its own markets,
school, library, banks, housing, etc. Castelar was a focal point for the many
immigrants who came to the U.S. for a better life for their children.
Chinese Historical Society
I knew about the Chinese Historical Society early on because Ella Quan
was Castelar’s Vice Principal and the Society would meet at Castelar’s
Multi-Purpose Room. I had gone to the Chinese New Year parade a couple
of times when it was still held in the evenings. However, it wasn’t until
1990, that a fellow teacher—Cindy Fong62—invited me to one of the
Chinese Historical Society’s fundraising dinners. The speaker at the Shangrila Restaurant was stellar so I thought I would attend a few more Society
meetings. It was convenient as the meetings were held at Castelar. Although
Ella was principal elsewhere by then, she was still the one with keys to open
up our Multipurpose Room and then close the room and set the alarm after
the meetings. Within a few months, Ella asked me to be on the Board of
the Society, and I’ve been there ever since (laughs). Cindy Fong also got me
involved with the Friends of Chinatown Library and in 1990, I joined that
Board, too.
62

Cindy Fong’s husband is sociologist Dr. Charles Wong, Charter Member #26.
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In 1990, the Society Board was still meeting on the second floor of
Phoenix Bakery. Tom McDannold and Sue Yee were presidents. Our first
major decision when I was on the Board was to try to save the the 1888
Chinese Shrine at Evergreen Cemetery. Randy Bloch, Irvin Lai, Cy Wong,
Eugene Cooper, and Gene Moy were the committee members who “made it
happen.” I remember we got a new domain name: chssc.org. It didn’t seem
like a big decision at the time, but our online presence currently aides our
mission. A major change for CHSSC was the purchase of the two houses
on Bernard Street so that we could have a home. In the 1990s, we tried to
make our property a destination for cultural, social, and educational events.
One summer, Bill Chun-Hoon and I invited students who were taking
summer ESL classes at Castelar to come over to the houses on Bernard
Street for supplementary activities—tai-chi classes, a ribbon dance class,
calligraphy activity, a tea cup dance activity, origami, and, of course, walking
tours of Chinatown. I prepared a scavenger hunt for them that included
their finding hanging ducks, Chinese roof tops, signs in Chinese, etc. The
kids were from all over the East LA area. The Latino kids had not seen a lot
of Chinatown. It was a wonderful cooperation between community and
the school district. In 1990, the Historical Society was one of the major
groups that brought back Moon Festival into Chinatown. By the mid-90’s,
Moon Festival cultural events (erhu, ribbon dancing, lantern-making, face
painting) brought tourists to Bernard Street.
I’ve held many positions and done many things for the Society. Except
that I’ve never been Secretary or Treasurer. Being Treasurer takes extra skills,
and the Society has been fortunate to have had Ben Nakayama and Franklin
Mah be our Treasurers for many years. Franklin was an IRS auditor. Ben,
an analyst for Southern California Gas, has been a member since 1987. The
diverse CHSSC board has reflected a range of abilities and interests. Cy
Wong, our long-time Membership Secretary, was proud that he is an eighth
Chinese American: Cy’s Chinese great-grandfather came to Louisiana in
1867 from Cuba and married a Creole-Choctaw woman. Cy always seemed
to have membership forms in his back pocket. Cy loved giving walking
tours of Chinatown.
My most lasting contribution began when CHSSC was contacted in
late 2006 about the Chinese graves that had been unearthed during the
Gold Line expansion in East LA. Irvin Lai, Daisy Ma, and I represented
the Chinese community on a committee set up by MTA to resolve the
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fate of the artifacts and remains that had been dug up. The committee,
which met for a year, decided to rebury everything and to have a memorial
wall built next to our historic 1888 Chinese shrine. However, members of
CHSSC continued working for three more years to decide on the words
for a historic plaque to be placed at the corner of First Street and Lorena,
and the inscriptions to be placed on the Chinese grave markers. During this
time, Chinese grave markers were found to be lining a driveway at the Los
Angeles crematorium. We worked with the County of Los Angeles to have a
second memorial wall nearby.
CHSSC attracts a lot of people interested in the history and culture of
Chinese Americans. Especially as people get older, they want their story
to be known. Many Chinese Americans remember discrimination. There
were job limitations and housing discrimination. It wasn’t easy to obtain the
American dream. That’s why many people donated to our two Portraits of
Pride projects. We printed 15,000 copies and gave free copies of the book
to libraries and schools around the nation. People wanted the contributions
and struggles of prominent Chinese Americans to be told to all the country.
CHSSC also has a social aspect to the organization. People like to visit
with friends, and often, we have a hard time emptying the room after a
monthly meeting. Many people go out to dinner or lunch together after
a meeting. Field trips, picnics, as well as working towards a shared vision
make CHSSC feel like a family.
As we look towards the future, CHSSC must build on its strengths.
CHSSC has a lot of ties both with organizations and with people. Through
our online presence and our many publications, CHSSC continues to
make our knowledge of the history of Chinese Americans available to both
educators and the public. We have a noteworthy archival center which is
available for researchers. Lastly, we have a convenient location for visitors
and volunteers. Initially, grants drew young people to our Center. Will
Gow and Jenny Cho taught them how to conduct and film interviews
which they would later edit. Universities now want students to get involved.
In the past few years, we’ve had many Cal State Northridge and UCLA
students come to CHSSC as part of their coursework. Our challenge is to
give them meaningful work that can be accomplished in a short time while
building lasting relationships. The young volunteers have helped digitize our
Archives. A student from UCLA’s Library Services even helped us organize
our library collection. CHSSC needs volunteers of all ages. We must find
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a special place for each person’s unique skills. I want people to see the
Heritage Center; it is beautiful.
But CHSSC must plan for its future. In addition to building
membership and increasing our visibility, we need a capital campaign. We
need more paid staff hours; we need more money for daily operations;
and we need more space. We have all these people working in the Bernard
houses, but we don’t even have decent air conditioning or insulation. It isn’t
romantic to get air conditioning or to get the houses painted, but that’s
what we need. We are very lucky to have so many committed volunteers
and staff, but we also need funds to pay the electricity, print the Gum Saan
Journals, and expand our mission.
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Gordon Hom 譚國璇
CHSSC’s current president and past president (2009–2011), Gordon Hom,
is a retired building inspector. He is an Angelino native who graduated from
Los Angeles High School in 1967. Gordon has many interests including raising
koi fish, gardening, cooking, music, and technology. He is an active volunteer
especially with the speakers’ program at Cerritos Public Library, Torrance Public
Library, and Monterey Park Library. He and Rose, a pharmaceutical director,
have been married for forty years. This is excerpted from an interview on 14 July
2016 in Cerritos.
I’m the oldest son of a paper son. My
dad, Tom F. Hom, was born in Book Sui
(白水, Baishui, White Water) in Toisan,
and then moved to Hong Kong. He came
as a Wong but changed his named back to
Hom. He was a house boy while attending
Belmont High School and then served in
the U.S. military. My grandfather served
in the Merchant Marines and actually
spoke English better than my dad. My
great grandfather was apparently a great
athlete from the village of Book Sui.
My mother, Alice Lee Hom, was born
in San Francisco, but they didn’t live in
Chinatown. My maternal aunts—May,
Celia, and Elsie—were all interviewed
Merchant Marine grandfather with
Gordon and Gilbert.
by the CHSSC Oral History Project. My
grandfather, S. P. Lee, was an herbalist in
(Photo courtesy of Gordon Hom.)
Long Beach and then Los Angeles. He had
six sons—all doctors, and four daughters. Aunt Elsie married Roger Wong,
who is the brother of actress Anna May Wong.
After the war, my father started working for a plumbing contractor.
When the union found out he was a veteran, he got training. There’s a
picture of him with all these White journeyman plumbers. He worked
mostly on new construction including most of the Lyle Low apartments in
LA’s Chinatown. He also worked with the contractor, Irvin Lai. My mother
didn’t work outside the home.
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Herbalist Sun Pong Lee with his wife, Wong Shee, and their nine
children and grandchildren. S. P. Lee—born Lee Moon Heung—came
to San Francisco in 1901 and opened his herbal business in Long
Beach in 1922. S. P. Lee is Gordon Hom’s maternal grandfather.
(Photo courtesy of Gordon Hom.)

I was born in Los Angeles in 1949, the first of four sons. I grew up near
Santa Barbara Avenue and Western Avenue in South LA. There were quite
a few Chinese Americans in our neighborhood. I knew the Kum family of
Man Fook Low, one of the most famous dim sum restaurants in the 1960–
70s. It was on
San Pedro, near
9th Street in the
produce market
area. They used
those pink boxes
tied with string.
There were quite
a few Chinese
kids in school.
It gradually
transitioned
from a White
community to
Tom and Alice Hom with their four sons: Gordon, Gilbert,
Phillip, and Peter in their Wilshire District home in the 1950s.
a more Black
community.
(Photo courtesy of Gordon Hom.)
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We attended Chinese Presbyterian Church on Adams Boulevard. We went
to a local Chinese school in a lady’s house but, like most kids, we didn’t
learn that much. Ella Quan’s daughter also attended that Chinese school as
did Robert Joe of South Pasadena’s City Council. I went to Chinatown for
wedding banquets. We’d give pennies to the monkey with the Italian organ
grinder, and throw money into the wishing well.
We eventually moved to the Wilshire district, near Pico and Western. I
went to Santa Barbara Elementary, Wilton Place Elementary, Mt. Vernon
Junior High School, and Los Angeles High. After high school, I went to
Los Angeles City College. While in class, the City of Los Angeles came to
recruit for building inspector trainees. The teacher handed out application
forms. Many people didn’t want to be inspectors because they wanted to be
in construction as it paid more. But my dad thought being an inspector was
a great, easy job; he encouraged me. I started as a training inspector for four
years, riding around with another inspector. Los Angeles was big; we went
from San Pedro to San Fernando Valley during the building boom.
I didn’t know the Chinese Historical Society, but I had connections with
some of their members. I got involved in the 2000s because my brother,
Gilbert, wanted me to prepare some turkey jook (rice porridge) for the
Ching Ming event at Evergreen Cemetery. He had been involved with the
Society for decades. When I started to go to meetings at Castelar School,
I felt sorry for Gene Moy who was setting up this and setting up that
(laughs). I helped him even though I had not met him before. I knew Ella
Quan and others from the Chinese Presbyterian Church. I did know Irvin
Lai and Ken Chan who started pointing at me as the next CHSSC Board
member. I put in a ramp at the Bernard Street address for Irvin. I think Ken
Chan was president, and he was living in Cerritos at the time. Past-president
Linda Wong Smith also lived in Cerritos. I was involved in local electoral
politics in Cerritos. I had moved to Cerritos near 1978.
I started to do other things like roofing the Archives Center. When
I became president, Yvonne Chang was the staff administrator, and she
left the position. I started to do everything including the newsletters
and answering the phones. I decided we needed more staff members. I
knew Fenton Eng from Church, and Winnie Lew (also from Church and
CHSSC) and I thought he would be good as the new staff administrator
for the Society. He is so creative. Did you see the Golden Spikes award he
designed? When Inglewood was tearing out their train tracks, I ran down
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2011 CHSSC Golden Spikes Honorees and Board Members.
(Photo courtesy of Gordon Hom.)

there to get some of the old spikes. Even Gay Yuen at the Chinese American
Museum wants something designed by Fenton. You’ve seen how Fenton
has fixed up the office. Fenton is now thinking of a memorial wall; there’s
a lot of pre-planning and thinking. We thought it would be nice to get a
younger staff person to pair with Fenton. We had Simon Chhour, and then,
Vincent Huynh.
Being a leader, you have to understand social relationships. Every
president, Board member, and volunteer has his or her strengths. That’s
why it is effective to change roles and be open to new members. When I
was a building inspector, we would work with artists in Venice. I learned
that artists have to do things their way. They have a vision. All of CHSSC’s
project directors have to do things their way. There may be head-butting at
Board meetings, but you have to trust the talent and vision of the project
manager. You try to deflect criticism and encourage them. Project managers
put heart into their work.
I felt that if I didn’t take over, I didn’t want to be responsible for the
Society falling apart. A lot of the older members said they were thankful I
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came in. I didn’t hear criticism. Luckily, I had an easy job with the City of
Inglewood at the time, and there was a lot of down time at work. I created
a whole bunch of flyers at work (laughs). I’m not much of a speech maker. I
am an Internet guy. I google a lot (laughs). I help CHSSC blog, and I want
to explore virtual books.
I see a lot of things that should go together. For example, when I
know of an interesting speaker, I promote it to the different libraries like
Cerritos and Monterey Park. I might ask a local business to provide some
refreshments. I help negotiate. When I was Society president, I thought
of many, many things I wanted to do. I thought if I only did half on my
list, that would be good. I know a lot of contemporaries who are retiring,
and I think CHSSC might be a good project for them. We should do
some activities with the Little Tokyo Historical Society (LTHS) and the
Filipino American National History Society – LA Chapter (FANHS-LA).
We need to continue educating younger Asian Pacific Americans about our
history. We need to continue reaching out to teachers. The Society is on a
good path.
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THE GREATEST OF
ALL CHINESE FESTIVALS
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The Greatest of All Chinese Festivals:
Ta Chiu
By Chuimei Ho, Bennet Bronson, and Master E-man
Early Chinese American pioneers often practiced Taoism or Daoism, sometimes
intertwined with Buddhist rituals. Daoism is the foundation of Tai Chi, Qi
Gong, and much Chinese medicinal practices. Drs. Chuimei Ho and Bennet
Bronson are co-editors of the Chinese in Northwest America Research Committee
(CINARC) based in Seattle. They co-authored Coming Home in Gold
Brocade: Chinese in Early Northwest America and Three Chinese Temples
in California, Weaverville, Oroville, Marysville. Master E-man is a senior
priest of the Shen Xiao sect, ordained in Taiwan. He lives in the Greater Los
Angeles area and is the founder of the First Taoism Foundation of Arcadia,
California. This article is based on their review of historical English language
newspapers.
“There is one festival which is of more importance even than the
Chinese New Year, and it is celebrated in great eclat once in three years.
This feast of Ah Dieu is, to “John”, what Fourth of July is to the small boy…”
—J. Torrey Connor,
Los Angeles Herald Illustrated Magazine, March 2, 1902.
The Lunar New Year celebration is by far the most significant Chinese
holiday today. Yet that has not always been so in Chinese American
communities of the past, or in certain cities in Southern China and
Southeast Asia at present. In those places, the dominatingly important
holiday has been not the New Year, but the communal Ta Chiu (in
Cantonese) or Da Jiao (in Mandarin) 打醮 Festival. The term literally
means “perform a jiao ritual.” Nineteenth century Los Angeles newspapers
recorded a number of Ta Chiu events, calling them “Ah Toa”, “Are
Dou”, “Ah Dieu”, “Ah Doue”, “Ah Dow”, “How Dow”, and “Dai Tsu”.
Occasionally such events were given a different name such as “Kung Dak”
功德 in 1881 or “Du Gong Ok” in 1896 and 1899. In China, Ta Chiu
festivals are also called “Jian Jiao” 建醮 Or “Taiping Qingjiao.” 太平清醮 .
Here we will use the most common Cantonese term, Ta Chiu.
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American journalists of the day often compared Ta Chiu events to July
4th celebrations, drawing a huge crowd from Chinese in neighboring
counties as well as spectators from other ethnic groups. Large North
American Chinatowns like those of San Francisco, Sacramento, Portland,
and Victoria all are known to have hosted regular Ta Chiu festivals. In Los
Angeles from 1872 to 1908 the Chinese community held thirteen such
festivals at three-year intervals, the longest streak of Ta Chiu events known
in North America: in 1872, 1875, 1878, 1881, 1884, 1887, 1890, 1893,
1896, 1899, 1902, 1905, and 1908. This article focuses on the nature and
shifting purpose of those events. Most of the data on which it is based
comes from contemporary newspapers.
The Purpose and Meaning of Ta Chiu Rituals
Chinese in Hong Kong, Macau, Singapore and Malaysia have never
stopped holding Ta Chiu Festivals, whereas the custom died out during the
early twentieth century in most of China and in North America. Nineteenth
century California newspapers usually described the festivals as “feasts of
the dead,” “devil-driving ceremonies,” or “Chinese Thanksgivings.” Chinese
saw, and still see, the festivals as serving purposes of memorializing the dead,
thanking the gods, and/or protecting the community from evil. Several early
Ta Chiu rituals in America had protective agendas due to conflicts with nonChinese: deaths of railroad workers near Sacramento in 1870; widespread
attacks on Chinese near Portland and elsewhere during the Expulsion years,
1885–6; and the horrifying 1871 massacre of Chinese in Los Angeles which
caused a traumatized community to pour its emotions into a major Ta Chiu
in August of 1872.
Meant to restore peace to the 1871 victims’ spirits and survivors,
and timed to coincide with the annual Daoist Zhong-yuan 中元 and the
Buddhist Yu-lan 盂兰 feasts for the dead, the 1872 Ta Chiu was the first
to be held in Los Angeles. Led by the priests, the community visited the
graveyard in which the victims of the 1871 massacre were buried. After that,
the city’s Chinese scheduled Ta Chiu events on a triennial basis, choosing
days in the ninth lunar month—that is, in October or early November. The
next three festivals, from 1875 through 1881, continued to aim at memorial
and protective function for the community. Each featured a procession
led by priests in which community members walked through the main
Chinatown streets. The 1875 Ta Chiu gave special attention to the fatalities
suffered by Chinese workers in digging the San Fernando railway tunnel.
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The 1884 Ta Chiu marked the beginning of a new trend. The
community by then was growing rapidly, and it adopted a more festive
approach to Ta Chiu arrangements. Emphasis shifted to cleansing the
community, releasing homeless spirits from perpetual pain, feeding the
poor, and offering thanks to the gods of the universe. Another goal seems
to have been adopted as well: to promote the goodwill of non-Chinese
residents of Los Angeles. News articles make it clear that other Angelenos
were invited to attend the festivities. In 1887, the Ta Chiu community even
brought in a large parade dragon and showed it off to Los Angeles as part
of the ceremonial procession, which by then had become a parade. Events
of that year featured the crowning of a Chinese beauty queen. In 1896, the
Ta Chiu parade also included marchers bearing an American flag, as the
Chinese community had done for the city’s La Fiesta early that year.
As in China and other North American Chinatowns, Ta Chiu festivals
in Los Angeles were usually funded by public subscription. Because they
lasted from three to five days and included many rituals held at several
locations, the festivals needed not only labor but also large sums of
money for decorating and managing the sites; for feeding the public and
the spirits; and for hiring priests, musicians, and theatrical troupes. This
meant intensive fund-raising within all Chinese communities in and near
Los Angeles County. Names of sponsors and their pledged amounts were
typically written on red slips posted on temple walls. Each Ta Chiu cost
from $3,000 to $7,000 dollars in cash, not counting the value of labor and
in-kind gifts. Merchants and businesses bore most of the burden, but even
poor workers were expected to contribute. The whole community had to be
enthusiastic. When enthusiasm waned, so did the festivals. The last Ta Chiu
in Los Angeles, held in 1908, was the least expensive. Observers noticed
that the crowd subscribing and attending was smaller, making it impossible
to mount a full program like those of earlier years.
An important part of the cost of each Ta Chiu was the building or a
temporary joss house temple or sheltered altar. Constructed for the occasion
and disassembled afterward, the altar served as the place where spirits of the
universe could be asked by the priests to join and where members of the
public could participate. In Los Angeles from 1872 onward, the temporary
temple was usually built in Negro Alley.63 Probably because the earlier
63

By the 1860s, Calle de los Negros was considered the first Chinatown in Los Angeles. This is
now Los Angeles Street, near Arcadia Street—close to today’s Chinese American Museum.
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Ta Chiu were memorial in nature, it made sense to put the temple in close
proximity to the place where in 1871, more than a dozen Chinese had been
lynched by White rioters. In the 1890s, as memory of the atrocity faded, the
temporary temple site was shifted either to North Los Angeles Street near
the Plaza or to Apablasa Street.
Daoist priests were at the center of the Los Angeles ceremonies, serving
as mediums between the spiritual and mortal worlds. They did so through
chanting, praying, making liberal use of talismans and incense, performing
prescribed ritual acts, arranging the prayer room and altars with deity
images of their choice, offering sacrificial foods and theatrical performances
to the spirits, and parading and blessing neighborhood areas where the
shops and residences of patrons might need special attention. The priests’
last public act was the burning of gigantic bamboo-framed paper statues,
always viewed as the highlight of the festival by the non-Chinese public.
Any community-scale Ta Chiu Festival required a large team of
religious professionals. Although Los Angeles did have a local priest, a
Mr. L.S. Thong of 337½ Apablasa Street, who usually officiated at New
Year ceremonies, the community seemed to have preferred priests with
specialized Ta Chiu expertise and thus had to import both priests and ritual
musicians from San Francisco. They usually brought in either three to five
priests along with several ritual musicians. 1872 was an exception. In that
year, the two presiding priests may have been brought directly from China.
Local community members were capable of handling other aspects of
the festival. An especially important aspect was the making of two very large
paper statues of supernatural guardians that were placed on either side of the
entrance to the temporary temple (see Figure 1). White tourists, Chinatown
residents, and Chinese from outlying cities all came to admire the statues
and to see the spectacular nighttime closing ceremony when, to everyone’s
enjoyment, the statues were lit on fire along with innumerable firecrackers.
Los Angeles apparently had its own artists to construct the statues and the
smaller white paper horse that usually accompanied them. While in some
years the horse received special praise, in 1902 none of the sacrificial paper
figures were thought to be as good as in earlier years. It is evident that the
old skills, and community interest as well, had begun to decline.
While those giant guardian figures and their white horse were
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robed small-sized paper deity known as Toy Sin, seen as a key figure by
Chinese participants. Understood as the god of good luck or wealth, the
Los Angeles community regarded him so highly that a “stealing Toy Sin”
contest developed. A custom not known elsewhere, the Los Angeles contest
involved two sides: would-be statue thieves versus the festival management
team. All believed that by stealing Toy Sin and keeping him privately, even
just for a little while, would bring a year of good luck to the thief and bad
luck, not to mention shame, to the management committee that had failed
to keep the icon safe. Both theft and recovery had to be accomplished before
the end of the festival, as it was essential for every paper deity, including Toy
Sin, to be burned in the closing ceremony. In 1896, someone did succeed
in stealing Toy Sin, apparently after a fight in which he was badly beaten
up. From then on, the Ta Chiu committees hired police as special guards for
Toy Sin.

Figure 1: “Chinese Joss House” by Thomas E. Stanton, photographer.
Ta Chiu paper figures and stands at entrance of Los Angeles shrine circa 1890.
The tallest figure is a typical military officer used for Ta Chiu rituals.
On the right is the ghostly image of Toy-Sin. On the left is a Qing dynasty official.
(Photo courtesy of California State Library in Sacramento.)
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Over the years, many aspects of the festival evolved. The main Ta Chiu
parade route shifted to reflect trends of change in the community. For
the first few festivals, the route did not go much outside the Negro Alley
Chinatown. Starting in 1884, however, a new route was followed, covering
primarily Main, Spring, First, and North Los Angeles Streets, and extended
later to include the Plaza as well as Marchessault and Apablasa Streets.
An interesting subsidiary ritual was added in 1887, that of “releasing
life.” As described by Paul Chace in a 1989 article in Gum Saan Journal, the
paraders went to the bank of the Los Angeles River near the Aliso Bridge
where they released several doves. More bird-releasing took place during
the 1896 and possibly also the 1899 festivals. In 1905, the parade covered
a longer route, passing over the river to reach Hollenbeck Park, where not
only doves but also goldfish were released. Sharing the widespread Buddhist
custom of freeing captive animals during festivals, local Daoists might have
felt the need to make extra merit.
Many things could go wrong in a Ta Chiu Festival. They went especially
wrong in 1905. The Ta Chiu of that year, for the first time in more than
a decade, did not have a dragon for the parade because it got soaked with
seawater! The more demoralizing factor is that the dragon was one of the
prides of the Los Angeles Chinese community, and it was bought brand
new in the fall of 1896, at substantial expense. Prior to that, the dragons
used in Los Angeles were loans from other parts of the state. The one used
for the La Fiesta that April was borrowed from Grass Valley. When the new
dragon made its debut in the Ta Chiu parade in October 1896, it was a
smashing success in the eyes of all Los Angeles communities. Probably also
featured in the 1899 and 1902 Ta Chiu Festivals, the dragon was loaned in
1905 to Portland’s Chinatown to be shown at that city’s much-publicized
world’s fair, the 1905 Lewis and Clark Exposition. Perhaps because the
Exposition was not a financial success, the borrowers elected to save money
by sending the dragon back not by rail, but by sea. The packing materials
were not waterproof, and so the famed dragon was no more. To add to
the disaster, the keeper who accompanied the dragon back to Los Angeles
became sick from the voyage and died just before the Ta Chiu. And yet
another catastrophe: the head priest from San Francisco elected not to
come, sending only four junior priests. Mr. Chong Sam Ack, the head of
Los Angeles’ Chinese Masonic Order, presumably the Chee Kung Tong on
Marchessault Street, had to fill in as head priest.
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The Ta Chiu of 1893 also had problems. In earlier years the festival
received much press coverage; in 1893, it was minimally reported. We do
not know why. But in that year, the community suffered from unusually
bad public relations in connection with the passage of the Geary Act, which
extended for another ten years the notorious Chinese Exclusion Act of
1882. Southern Californian newspapers were filled with negative images of
Chinese residents; shops in local Chinatowns were raided; and Chinese in
the street were arrested, jailed, and deported.
Individuals, too, encountered difficulties in connection with Ta Chiu
events. At 9 pm on October 17, 1899, Luey Gong, identified as a gardener
in Linwood, was arrested in Los Angeles for carrying concealed weapons
under his clothing. His case was heard in court on December 3rd, when he
explained to the judge that he had received a ceremonial weapon from the
Kong Chow Association when he signed up to be one of the “guards” for
the Ta Chiu parade. But that year the parade was canceled due to rain. So he
was on his way to return the weapon to the Association, a few days after the
Ta Chiu ceremony, when a police arrested him. Was Luey Gong indeed an
innocent gardener? Or was he a criminal, perhaps a hatchet-man for one of
the city’s increasingly violent tongs? We will never know, but his story was
believable enough.
Another more touching story was told in 1905. Ah How (a.k.a. Chinese
Charley) and Wong Tep, both in-patients at Los Angeles County Hospital,
were taken to Chinatown for the Ta Chiu ceremony of that year, after years
of confinement in the hospital. Ah How was wheelchair-bound, after having
been thrown by his horse and becoming paralyzed in 1899. Wong Tep fell
from a scaffold in 1901 and had been bedridden since then. It was reported
that both Charley and Wong returned to the hospital smiling happily.
Wong, in particular, “was loaded down with presents [from friends]. He
was happy and his attendants were invited to share his good things.” In this
case, a Ta Chiu worked just as it was supposed to, feeding the poor and
comforting the afflicted.
Organizing Ta Chiu Festivals
Financing and managing a Ta Chiu Festival took executive skills as well
as time. In some cities, such festivals had always been sponsored by a rich,
powerful organization. But in Los Angeles, the management situation
was not always clear. The first few festivals may have been run by ad hoc
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committees, formed for the occasion and disbanded once the event was
over. In the early 1880s, however, an individual, one Ah Toy, seems to
have become the regular Ta Chiu manager. He was the one who in 1884
announced in the Los Angeles Herald that a three-day community-wide
festival would start on October 24. Three years later, by then recognized by
the city as the manager of the 1884 event, Ah Toy petitioned for authority
to build a temporary temple for another festival. His petition was granted,
and he took on the role of intermediary and explainer to Caucasian Los
Angeles. Journalists relayed to the general public his explanations of the
ceremonies and ritual objects. They even called him “Captain of the
Chinese,” a title that connoted real prestige.
Ah Toy seems to have made his fortune as a labor contractor in building
the Soledad Canyon railroad line back in 1876, after which he continued
in business as Ah Toy & Co., while becoming the headman of at least one
Chinese association. For several years in the 1880s, he was the one who
petitioned the city for Chinatown’s right to use firecrackers at New Year. But
his role as the community’s face to the outside world did not last. In late
1880s, he became involved in a number of lawsuits about bribing the police
for operating gambling houses. After that, his name no longer appeared in
English-language newspapers.
Who ran the 1890 and 1893 Ta Chiu Festivals is not clear. In 1896,
an announcement of that year’s festival was issued by “all the Chinese
Companies,” which meant a total of twenty businesses and associations.
Three such associations were noted as participants in the parade that
year—the Lung Kong Kung Suo (later renamed as the Lung Kong Tin
Yee Association), the Wong Family Association, and the Kong Chow
Association. Of these, the Kong Chow Association seems to have
contributed the most money and to have held a large role in administering
the event. The Association’s splendid shrine or joss house on Ferguson
Alley was one of the event sites for the festival, as well as the depository for
ceremonial parade weapons. The leading role of the Kong Chow Association
was firmly established in the next four Ta Chiu Festivals. It was now the
command center for each festival—the formal rituals began there, the giant
paper figures were constructed there, the 50 guards of honor were outfitted
there, and the temporary stage for festival opera performances was built
opposite the Association.
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Intriguing evidence of Kong Chow’s historic role in organizing Ta
Chiu rituals survives in its shrine, now housed on the second floor of the
Association’s current building on North Broadway. When it formally opened
its Los Angeles headquarters on Ferguson Alley in 1891, the Association’s
accompanying shrine or joss house was already impressive and soon became
an important religious center, receiving many gifts of furnishings from other
community groups. Known as Lie Sheng Gong, or Temple of Many Gods,
it honored the deities Guandi, Guanyin, and others. The modern shrine
has undergone several closings and re-openings due to the relocation of the
Los Angeles Chinatown, but still remains an important tourist attraction as
well as a place of public worship. It contains many splendid religious objects
made more than a century ago. Some can be dated as early as 1885, but
most seem to have been made for the opening in 1891.64
Only one set of surviving objects shows a possible connection to Ta Chiu
rituals. The objects in question are several wooden deities in a shrine of their
own in the inner right corner of the temple, to the right of the main altar
(Figure 2). These could have served as the deities required by custom for Ta
Chiu rituals. For instance, one Ta Chiu ceremony in Portland shows that the
all-powerful “Three Pure Ones” in the form of paintings (Figure 3) at the
back of the room. But three-dimensional deity images can serve just as well.
As shown in Figure 2, the candidates for Ta Chiu images in Los Angeles
consists of four figures in similar pose. Each holds an object in one hand:
a fan of banana leaf, a fly-whisk, a sword, and a narrow leaf. All four make
sacred Daoist gestures with their other hand, sit on pedestal-lotus thrones
with a halo in back, and wear Daoist headgears and robes. Although they
look generically like the Three Pure Ones, their hand gestures and related
objects tell us that they are not. The one with a sword could be Lu Dongbin,
and the one with a banana fan Zhongli Quan—two of the group of popular
deities known as the Eight Immortals. However, the Eight usually appear in
casual poses and almost never in dignified cross-legged positions. We may
speculate that Lu and Zhongli, together with the other two figures are in
fact from a set of the five Northern Patriarchs, deities much revered by the
Complete Truth (Quanzhen 全真) sect of Daoism.
64

From 1891 to 1947, Kong Chow Benevolent Association was on Ferguson Alley. When
that building was demolished, the Association rented space near Cathay Florist at 817
N. Broadway. Since 1960, the temple of Kong Chow Benevolent Association is on the
second floor of 931 N. Broadway in Chinatown.
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Figure 2: Set of four late 19th century, Daoist sages sitting lotus-style
at Kong Chow Temple in Los Angeles.
The end sages hold leaf-shaped fans in their left hands.
The second sage from left is holding a sword in his right hand
while the third sage is holding a fly whisk.
(Photo courtesy of Dr. Bennet Bronson.)

Most early North American Daoists belonged to the Heavenly Master/
Correct One (Tianshi/Zhengyi 天师/正一) sect, so historic images from the
Complete Truth sect are very rare on this continent. And yet the four Kong
Chow images have that look, and one can easily believe that at least some
of the Daoist priests brought to Los Angeles to conduct Ta Chiu rituals,
especially the two priests said to come directly from China, had Quanzhen
backgrounds. Visiting priests are known to have brought religious images
and other ritual objects to Los Angeles with them. Did they bring these
particular statues? We cannot be sure, but the possibility makes the Kong
Chow statues particularly important. They not only may be the sole Ta
Chiu objects that still exist in Los Angeles, but also may throw light on the
sectarian practices behind the ceremonies.
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Figure 3: Circa 1890s Ta Chiu shrine in Portland, Oregon.
The altar table shows a variety of offerings including two small paper statues and Daoist
charms. On the back wall are paintings of the three Daoist supreme patriachs.
Laozi, with a long white beard, is on the far left.
The sage on the right is hidden behind the floral arrangement.
On the left wall are additional paints of other sages.
(Photo courtesy of Oregon Historical Society Library #4979.)

Ta Chiu in Other Chinatowns
The first recorded Ta Chiu festival in North America occurred in the
gold mining town of Oroville, California in 1864. Three thousand Chinese
miners attended. Oroville seems to have given up the Ta Chiu idea after that
one celebration, but it was picked up by Sacramento and celebrated more
or less annually there from 1865 through the 1890s. Most non-Chinese
observers in Sacramento thought that “driving out the devil” was the main
purpose of the ceremony. Contemporary newspapers often mentioned the
building of temporary shrines and the burning of gigantic wood-framed
paper statues.
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Few small towns had a large enough population to pull together Ta Chiu
celebrations on a regular basis. As far as is known, Chinese communities in
Oroville, Stockton, Alameda, Pacific Grove, Folsom, and Fresno only held
those events once or twice. But in the large West Coast Chinatowns—San
Francisco, Los Angeles, Portland, Sacramento, and Victoria, B.C. —Ta Chiu
festivals were held regularly in the late nineteenth century. British Columbia
and southern California kept up the custom longer than other places.
The last known Ta Chiu in North America took place in Victoria, British
Columbia, and Sacramento, both in 1910. That was two years after the
latest recorded Ta Chiu in Los Angeles.
Ta Chiu festivals in San Francisco seem not to have been the same
as in other North American cities. Although the San Francisco versions
involved similar rituals, they were not meant to cover the entire Chinese
community. Instead, individual organizations organized and funded their
own Ta Chiu festivals. The Chee Kung Tong (or Chinese Masons), the
Kong Chow Association, and the Ning Yung Association all did this, but
the rituals involved appear to have been limited to improving the fortunes
of association members rather than of the whole of Chinatown. Limited
Ta Chiu festivals of this kind were usually scheduled to coincide with the
birthdays of principal deities or founders of the organizations involved.
Restricting the number of donors and recipients of benefits may have
made sense in San Francisco, which had a much larger Chinese population
than any other city on this side of the Pacific. The memberships of the Chee
Kung Tong, Kong Chow, and Ning Yung Associations each were larger than
the populations of entire Chinatowns anywhere else in North America. San
Francisco clearly could afford more than one Ta Chiu celebration in a single
year. It also seems probable that being the organizer of such events carried
so much intangible merit and social prestige that different associations
competed for the honor. So in 1879 and in 1899, we read about two San
Francisco organizations each held their own Ta Chiu. The same was true
of Portland in 1890 and 1894, when separate Ta Chiu ceremonies were
offered by the Chee Kung Tong and the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent
Association (CCBA), held only a few days apart.
The disappearance of Ta Chiu festivals in North America at the
beginning of the twentieth century coincided with the decline of Chinese
temples and many traditional religious practices everywhere in the United
States and Canada. Explanations range from the influence of Christianity
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to cultural thinkers in China who saw the old religions as barriers to
modernization. There can be no question that those were important causes
of the decline of temples and Ta Chiu festivals. And yet one wonders why
both temples and festivals continue to flourish in places like Hong Kong
and Singapore, which by 2000 had been subjected to a far greater level of
modernization than any part of North America in 1900. So why do those
two cities still expend enormous efforts to hold major Ta Chiu rituals
while North American Chinese whose families came from Hong Kong are
uninterested and, indeed, unaware that such rituals exist?
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Appendix I
CHSSC Presidents in Its First 40 Years
Stanley K. Lau
1975–1976
George Yee
1976–1977
Gerald L. Shue
1978–1979
Chuck Yee
1980–1981
Eugene W. Moy
1982–1983
Munson A. Kwok
1984–1985
Ella Yee Quan
1986
Angela Ma Wong
1987–1988
Kipham Kan
1989–1991
Tom McDannold
1991–1992
Sue Yee
1992–1994
Irvin R. Lai
1994–1996
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Jeffrey D. Tung
1996–1998
Susan Dickson
1998–2000
Irvin R. Lai
2000–2002
Cy Wong
2002–2003
Linda Wong Smith
2003–2004
Kenneth Chan
2004–2006
J. W. Wong
2006–2007
Kenneth Chan
2007–2009
Gordon Hom
2009–2011
Eugene W. Moy
2011–2012
Susan Dickson
2012–2014
Don Loo
2014–2016
Gordon Hom
2016–Present
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Appendix 2
First CHSSC Charter Members
1.

Dr. Robert Nash

27.

Ben Wong

2.

Dr. Munson Kwok

28.

Doris Wong

3.

John Yee

29.

Marvin Gee

4.

Ella Leong

30.

Dr. Wing Mar

5.

Stanley K. Lau

31.

Joyce Mar

6.

Dora Lau

32.

Dolores Wong

7.

Ella Quan

33.

Alice G. Wain

8.

David R. Chan

34.

John Stephens

9.

John Ching

35.

Herbert Leong

10.

Barbara Ching

36.

Louise Leong

11.

George Yee

37.

E. W. Holland

12.

Elsie Yee

38.

Dr. Donald c. Hugh

13.

Paul Louie

39.

Patrick C. Kung

14.

Emma Louie

40.

Dr. Sin-Fong Han

15.

Gerald L. Shue

41.

Ruth Wong

16.

Chuck Yee

42.

Suellen Cheng

17.

Mary Yee

43.

Leland Sun

18.

Ann Lau

44.

Rev. Joe Wong

19.

Jean Bruce Poole

45.

Sue Yee

20.

Mary Loo

46.

Helen H. Kan

21.

James Loo

47.

Dr. Lucie Cheng Hirata

22.

Helen Lim Young

48.

Pat Li

23.

Jim Cummings

49.

Joane M. Hom

24.

David K. Louie

50.

Stanton Mu

25.

Pearl F. Louie

51.

E. Kenyon De Vore

26.

Charles Wong

52.

Jean Tsao
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53.

Richard Chun

82.

Dr. Allen Wong

54.

Eugene Wong Moy

83.

Beatrice T. Jue

55.

William Mason

84.

Victor R. Plukas

56.

Betty C. Tong

85.

Arthur Evans

57.

Beulah Quo

86.

Florence Evans

58.

Margaret D. Lew

87.

William J. Burkhart

59.

Helen H. Chang

88.

Robert Bonadurer

60.

Peter Chuan

89.

Laura Bonadurer

61.

Rochelle Y. Wakefield

90.

Norman Wong

62.

Spencer Chan

91.

Angela Ma Wong

63.

Kelvin Lee

92.

Albert Lew

64.

Ruth Pyrott Cummings

93.

Dan Yee

65.

Clarence Young

94.

Allen Dong

66.

Gilbert L. Leong

95.

Kaza Dong

67.

Florence S. Leong

96.

Francis Waddingham

68.

Linda Leung

97.

Gladys Waddingham

69.

Albert Wong

98.

Hoover N. Ng

70.

Robert M. Lee

99.

Dr. Ivan H. Light

71.

June Yuet Mei

100. Norine Dresser

72.

Betty Welcome

101. Johnson Yee

73.

Henry Welcome

102. Ruby Louie

74.

Joe Lau

103. Howard King

75.

Sanora Babb Howe

104. Janette Chun

76.

Art Young

105. Bill Hong

77.

Clara K. Tom

106. Grace Wong Chow

78.

Teresa Sun

79.

Bing Get Yee

80.

Albert Lum

81.

Mary Chse
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Appendix 3
List of Gum Saan Journals
and Other Publications
Please see www.chssc.org for more information.
2017 Vol. 39 No. 1 – Fortieth Retrospective
Emma Woo Louie, Munson Kwok, and Suellen Cheng, Margaret Lew,
Eugene Moy, Donald Loo, Susan Dickson, Gordon Hom; Chuimei Ho,
Bennet Bronson, and Master E-man
2016 Vol. 38 No. 1 – Chinese Americans in the Legal Profession
You Chung Hong, Hiram Kwan, Albert Lum, Betty Tom Chu, Marguerite
Chung Geftakys, Mia Frances Yamamoto, Mike Eng; George Go
2015 Vol. 37 No. 1 – Voices of the San Gabriel Valley
Eugene and Virginia Lowe, Robert S. Joe, David Yick-Him Yuen, Ken
Tcheng and Michelle Freridge, Venerable Miao Hsi, Cathy Wei
2014 Vol. 36 No. 1 – Voices of Chinatown: Los Angeles, Santa Barbara
David Fon Lee, Nowland Hong, Daniel Hall, Catherine Yee, Robert L. Gin,
Vicky Wong, George Yu; Raymond Douglas Chong
2013 Vol. 35 No. 1 – Three Enduring Legacies: Castelar School, Chinese
American Museum, and Far East Café
Susie Ling, Susan Dickson, Pauline Wong, Michael Duchemin, Raymond
Douglas Chong
2012 Vol. 34 No. 1 – Chinese Huck Finn to the Voice of Activism: Irvin Lai
Eugene Moy, Hon. Mike Eng, Lucille Roybal-Allard, William Gow, Suellen
Cheng, Susan Dickson, Munson Kwok, Nancy Gee, William Chun-Hoon,
Stewart Kwoh, Randall Bloch
2011 Vol. 33 No. 1 – Slices of American Life
Judy Soo Hoo, Ronald James Wong, Susie Szeto Price, Bo-Gay Tong
Salvador, Ann Lau, Linda Chong, Marshall Wong, Shirley Chu-Ng
2010 Vol. 32 No. 1 – Chinatown Remembered
Isabela Seong-Leong Quintana, Tara Fickle, William Gow
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2009 Vol. 31 No. 1 – Old Chinatown/Gim Suey Chong
Linda Ngov, Raymond Chong
2007 Vol. 30 No. 1 – Hanford’s China Alley
Camille Wing, Daniel Chin, Karen Clark, Richard C. Wing, Bessie Loo,
Jack Ong
2006 Vol. 29 No. 1 – Chinese Grocers
Kenneth Ong, Jack Lee, Robert Jung, William Gow
2005 Vol. 28 No. 1 – East Adams, War Hero, San Gabriel Valley
Jenny Cho, Chris Lee, Susie Ling
2004 Vol. 27 No. 1 – Borderlands Crucible, Carson City’s Chinatown, The
Last Spike, “Cantonese Ham”
Grace Pena Delgado, Sue Fawn Chung, William F. Chew, Keye Luke
2004 Special Edition – Delbert Wong: First Chinese American Judge
Marshall Wong
CHSSC has a “special gift set” of all issues between 1977–2002
Other Chinese Historical Society of Southern California Publications
Linking Our Lives, Chinese American Women of Los Angeles
A joint project of the Asian American Studies Center, UCLA, and CHSSC,
1984
Sweet Bamboo
Louise Leung Larson, 1989
Origins and Destinations, 41 Essays of Chinese America
A joint project of the Asian American Studies Center, UCLA, and CHSSC,
1994
Duty & Honor: A Tribute to Chinese American World War II Veterans of
Southern California
Edited by Marjorie Lee, 1998
Bridging the Centuries, History of Chinese Americans in Southern California
Edited by Susie Ling, 2001
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DVD: Revisiting East Adams
Directed by Jenny Cho and William Gow, 2004
Portraits of Pride
Project director: Dr. Wing Mar, 2008
Chinatown in Los Angeles, Images of America
By Jenny Cho, 2009
Portraits of Pride II, Chinese American Legacies—First 160 Years in America
Project director: L.P. Leung, 2011
Chinatown and China City in Los Angeles, Postcard History Series
By Jenny Cho, 2011
Chinese in Hollywood, Images of America
By Jenny Cho, 2013
Fighting for the Dream, Voices of Chinese American Veterans from World War II
to Afghanistan
By Victoria Moy, 2014
Roads Into and Out of Chinatown
By Annie Siu, 2014
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